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Converſion, 
Ac r. 16. 14. 


med Lydia, 4 ſeller of 
Purple, of the Citie of 
Thyatira, that wor fhip. 
ped Ged, whoſe heart the 
Lord opened, that ſhee_ 
attended to the things 
that were ſpoken of Paul. 
Aud whey, &c. | 


H = holy Ape- 
Tag {tle Saint Paula 
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God takes notice of his, 


Verſ. 94 


ESL: 


was a fit inſtrument to 
preach mercy to others. 
Hereupon hewasappoin- 
ted to bea preacher to the 
Gentiles, Among the reſt 
ofthe Gentiles, he was cal- 


Tled to pre: ach to them of 


Macedonia, and it was by 
a vifton, as we ſee inthe 
former part ofthe Chap- 
jter. 4 man of Macedonia, 

appeared to Paul by night 
and ſayd Come to Macedo- 
nia. and helpe us, Indeed 
the ſtate of the people of 
Aacedonia called for help, 

25 nowthe ſtate of many 
people doth : thoughthere 
be not ſuch a viſion as a 
; man of Macedoria,yettheir 
| wretched ckate(being un- 
der the Kingdome, of Sa- 


| {an ) 


Mi. 


God takes notice of his, 


tan)cries Come and help us, | 
thongh they doe not crie | 
with their mouthes, yet} 
theireſtate cries. The A- 
poſtle upon this viſton, 


ag 


takes his journey to come | 


toward Macedonia, and he 


ſtayed therea good while; | 


Hee abode certaine dayes. 
Though Go4called him 
to Macedonia : yet God did 
not giuehim great incou- 
ragement for the preſent. 
This is the manner ofGo4's 


carriage, not to diſcouer 


atthe preſent what he wil 
doe, but leads people on 
by gentleincouragements: | 
and to humble them the 
more with Jittle fruit at 


the firſt, hee abode there | 


| certaine dayes,wi:houtany 


EP 2 great | 


great fruit, Afterwards he 
'{ goes out to P/zlzpp? (the 
Chcife City in Macedonia, 
andon the Sabbath day, 
the people were gathered 
together : a company of 
women wetfe reſorted to- 
octher, and thereheprea- 
Cied to them: As indeed 
holy communionis never 
without a blefling ; they 
met together on a good 
day, the Sabbath, and for 
[| 2g00d cnd they were met 
| cogether; Now Pa#/tooke 
the advantageof theirmee- 
ting rogether on the Sab- 
bath day, he caſt his net, 
and hecatcheth one with 
her family, namely Zydza. 
The Goſpell wa ſweete 
ſavour of ſalvarionto her. 
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Hereupon thereisa dif- 9 
courſe of Lydia, a ſhort! 
ſtory of Lyaza, a ſtory 
worthy to bee thought of, 
which is in the words of 
my text. 


Raf: fe db" af oft oo 
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LA certarne woman nas 
med Lydia, &c. 


Fs Hee— is deſcribed 
£9 232 Firſt by her per- 
Get ſon, = fone a 
certaine woman, By her 
name Lydia, By her calling 
a ſeller of purple. By her 
citie Thiatira, By her pious 
diſpoſition, ſhee wor ſhipped 
God. And then her conver- 


B 3 ſion | 


Parts of 
the text, 


[0 


na 


God takes notice of his. 


\fion is ſet downe, by the 
cauſe of it. God opened her 
heart, And what followed 


| upor: that opening of her 
| heart, ſhee attended to the 


things that were ſpoken by 
Paul, and likewiſe ſhee was 
baptiſed with all her houſe- 
hold. 


thatthis converfion of her 

withall her houſehold had 
preſently ſhee ſhewed the 
loue(thar ſhee felr from 
God in converting her) to 
the bleſled Apoftle and his 
company, ſhee beſought 
them ſaying, 1f yee hare 
judged mee faithfull to the 


Lord, Come to my houſe, | 
ec. which words I ſhall | 


ivnfold as I come to them. | 


And 


Andthen the ſweet fruit | 


' 
} | 
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God takes notice of his. 
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And a certaine woman 
named Lydia, a ſeller of 


purple, cc. 


2x4 her perſon, and 
<= Texe, and name, 
and calling, and city, and 
diſpoſition. 

God takes notice of all 
the, particulars of thoſe 
that are his, he delights 
to ſpeake of them, thoſe 
that hane their names 
written in the booke of 


s 
ooons > x bo | 
SI 


life, hee knowes their 
names, and callings, and 


B 4 per-| 


God takes | 
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his. 
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els in his eye, they arc 
written onthe palmes of bus 
bands, hee takes more ſpe- 
ciall notice of them then 
ofthereſt ofthe world : 
Therefore the Apoſtle is 
very punquall in the de- 
ſcription of all particu- 
lars. 

For herperfonT will be 
very ſhort, I will giue but 
anoteortwo.and ſo come 
totharT mainly ayme ar, 
her converlien. 


perſons, they are as Tew- 


| God takes notice of his, 


NN EANENIO 


A certaine woman namea 
Lydia, 
NF os her ſex, ſhee, 
zand the reſt were 
women that were gathe- 
red together, as wee ſee 
in the former verſe. 1 
Chriſt Jeſus there {5 tte 
ther male nor female, Sin 
camein by a woman,and 
the meanes of ſalvation 
was by a woman too, 
here were a company of 
women gathered: toge- 
ther. 

For the moſt part wo- 
men haue ſweet affettions 


B rzligion, and therein | | 


— 
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B 5 they | 


to 
Tl 


Womens 
afteftions 
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Great things from 
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[they oft goe | beyond 
' © Men. 
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The reaſon is, Rcligi- 
on is eIpecially ſeated in 
the afteRtions : and they 
have ſweet and ſtrong af 
fetions. 

Likzewile they arc'ſub- 
1e&t to weakeneſlſe, and 
God delights to ſhew his 
frrength in weakntſje. | 

And thirdly, cf{pecially 
Child beariag-women, 
bring others into this life 
with danger oftheir own, 
there fore they are forced 
to a nearer communion 
withGod, becauſe ſo mary 
children as they bring 
forth, they arc in perill 


the Apoftle here mentions 
| a 


of their lives.) Ther: fore. 
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ther, and among the ret, | 


ſmall beginnings, 


a company of women| 
that were gathered toge-8# 

a Certaine woman named. 
Lydia. | 
What! a woman to bee 

the foundation of tho! 

_ hurch of Macedonta, a | Gia: 
Poore woman, and then aj us +: 
Gaoler afterward, arug-| from u:..ti ; 
ged rough Gaoler : torjeinuuy; 
theſe to be the foundats. | 

on of ſofamous a Church| | 
as Philippi and other; 
Churchcs in Macedonia !| | 
Oh ! yes ; the Kmgdome 
of heauen is as 4 graine of | 
mnſtard feed {mail in thc, | 
beginning. It 1s ſo 10 Ic-} 
oard of the Church ic; 

ſelte; and in regard ofthe 

grace, that cucry Particu-; 


zclh 
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Great things from | 


| 


lar member hath, it is lit- 
tle and weake beginnings 
Chriſtians are not as the 
Angels were, perfe at | 
the firſt : The Church | 
growes by little, and lit-| 
tle. Therefore we ſhould | 
not be diſcouraged when | 
the plantation ofthe Gol- | 
pell hath poore ſucceſſe 
at\the beginning: We ſee 
inthe Church of Maceds- 
#1a,therewas little ſucceſſe 
at the firſt: A woman and 
a rough Gaoler, a Gao- 
ler that both by calling, 
and diſpoſition, and cu- 
ſtome was a man, hard and 
hardned too: yet theſe two 
were the foundation of a 
great Church, 

Was it not ſo among 


_— 


| our 


Ln 
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ſmall beginnings, 
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our ſclues? The Church |, 


of latter times, inthe time 
of reformation, how be- 
gan it ? Byachild, and. a 
woman, King Edward the 
ſixt, and 2wuecene Elizabeth 
of tamous memory . Ther- 
fore as the Prophet ſayth, 
Whoart thou that deſpiſeſt| 
the day of little things ? | 
deſpiſe not little things. 
There isnoching leſſethen| 
grace at the firſt: Bur as: 


— 


roſe up to heaven, and 0- 
verſpreadsthe world now 
ſo every Chriſtian riſeth 
ofmeane beginnings :and 
ſo- doch the. Chureh it 
ſelle. CA certaine woman 
named Lyaia,ſhee was the 


founda- 


* IE 


Chriſt the ſtocke of 7eſſe, | 
roſe from the dead and | 
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Callines allowed byGod 


Callinos 
allowed by 
God. 


JOKFES 
: ezY9 » D allowescal- 


[hewed in particular cal- 


foundation of a famous 


| Church. 
Then ſhecis ſet downe 
by her calling. 


DE 


A Seller of Purple. 


No 


2 [1NgS. 
bÞ ihe calling of 
Chriſtianity 15s 


= 


lings, whichare ſ:ndificd | 

by Gedto ſubdue the ex- 

celle of corruptions. Men 
without Callings are Cx- 


ceoiiie vicious, as ſome 
Gentleinen, and begzars, 


| 


in this I may ranke them | 


together 


wa - 


- 
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OUS 


vne 


Callinzs allowed by God, 


rogerher :thoſe that hauc 


no callings, nor fit them- 
ſelucs for a calling, and 
that are out of a cilling 
lawfull, 

Callings arclawful. And 
ſo this calling of com- 
merce, and trade. A ſeller 
of parple : Though f or the 
moſt par: men gather a 
great deale of ſoile, and 
corruption, by commix- 
ture of manners with 
thoſe they deale with :yet 
there muſt be commerce, 
and this particular com» 
merce of ſell;pg of Pur- 

le. 

The body of man nceds 

many callings,therc t5 not 
a part of mans body, not 
one member, .burt it ſets a 
particular 


Commerce 
lawſull, 


a 


I——_ 


Callings allowed by God, 


Vſe of gar- 
ments, 


4 


particular calling on work 
Therefore this life is a 
life of many neceſſities ? 
and there muſt be callings 
and trading,and this parti- 
culartrading,ſellingof pur. 
ple, It may ſeeme ſuper- 
fluous, but ir is not alto. 
gether : for Garments are 
for 3,cnds. 


Neceſlity. 
For 3 Ornamenr. 
Diſtinction. 


Now purple, howeuer 
it benot for neceſſity, it 
is for Ornament, and di- 
ſtinaion; for Magiſtrats, 
and. the like, perſons of 
ereat quality, How-ever 
the pride ofthetimes hath 
bred 


uer 
, It 
di- 
ts, 
of 
ver 
ath 


red 


Rich attire law full. 


bred a confuſion, that one | 


will goeas well asanother 
yet God that allowes di- 


| ſ{tinction of callings, and 


perſons, allowes diſtinRi- 
on of habit, and attire 
Therefore felling of pur- 
ple is lawfull and the wea- 
ring of rich attire. Xizes 
daughters wentin ſuch, as 
itis ſayd of Davids daugh- 


[ters. 


So there bee not over 
much delicacie - for deli- 
cacie inthis, in thefe times 
is fatall as there be many 
in the City, and in the 
countries thataregiven to 


over-much nicitie, and 


ſumptuouſnes inthis kind 
1tis a forerunner of ruine. 
Otherwiſe it 1s lawfull 
(for 


The ſel- 
ling and 
wearing 
rich attire 


lawfull, 


Objet, 


8 


— 


Works of preparation 
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(torthole that may, ) to 
wcare pnrple, asit 1; awe | 
full to ſell Purple, fo that 
(as he fayd to the great 
| Emperour) they doe not 
confider the purple ſo 
much, as that the purple 
covers duſt, and baſe ficſh 
thatmuſt turne to duſt and 
| aſhes, and rottenneſfle ere 
long, ſo that people bee 
nor lift up in that, that is 
borrowed from the poorc 
creature, from wormes. It 
is a ſtrange thing that men 
ſhould beſo ficke in their 
fancic, astothinke them- 
ſelues the better for thar 
' they beg ofthe poor crea- 
ture: ſoa man take heed of 

| fancieand pride, it is law- 
| full to uſe purple,Shee was 
Fi 


neceſſary. 


a ſeller of Purple, So mach 
for her calling. 


| FHEEEEESD 
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Shee worſhipped Goa. 


P\2 H = x was per- 
Wa E haps a Iew, and 
3 ks lookedfor aMeſ- 
ſias. There were 


{ 3. '\ſortsof people before 
{ Chriſt. The Iewes and 
thoſe that we call proſe 


litesz and Religious per- 
ſons fearing Ged. Shec 
might be one of the three 
itisnot certaine what ſhee 
was. Certainely ſhee was 
onethat feared God. She 
had ſome religion in her, 


though 


2. Sorts of 
people bee. 
fore Chriſt 
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Workes of 
preparati* 
on necefla 


verion. 


ryrocon. | MEANES TO CONvert :4S WC 
-| thornes, and we dig deep 


-[Ttis uſuall in nature, and 
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Workes of preparation 
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though yet ſhee was not | 
ripenedin thetrue Religi- 
on,ſhee wasa woman that 
tcared God. 

From ſuch kind of pla- 
ces as this, we hauc occa- 
ſion to ſpeake of workes 
of preparation. Saint Paul 
was ſent toher, ſhee was 
2a woman that feared God. 
To ſpeak alittle of works 
of preparation. 

It is true, God uſually 
prepares thoſe that hee 


_ 


plow before we ſow, wee 
doe not ſow among the 


tro lay a foundation, wee 
purge before Cordialls. 


in grace preparations:ther- 
fore | 


4 


e was 
| God. 
yorks 


ſually 
t hee 
asSWwe 
', WCE 
g the 
| deep 
, wee 
alls. 

>, and 
:ther- 


fore | * 


® 
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neceſſary, 
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fore preparations are ne. 
ceſſary. There is ſuch a 


| diſtance betweene the na- 
1 ture, and corruption of 


man,and grace, that there 
muſt be a great deale of 
preparation, many de- 
greesto riſe by before a 
man come to that con- 
dition hee ſhould bee in, 
therefore preparations we 
allow, and theneceſlity of 
them. | 


all preparations are from 
God, wee cannot prepare 
our ſclues, or deſerue fu. 


[ture things by our prepa- 


rations; for the preparati- 
'onsthemſcluesare of God. 
| Andthirdiy, though we 


grant preparations yet we 
grant 


Es CERITIAY 


| 
But we allow this, that 


F 


| 


Preparati- 


Ons are 


from G od. 


LOSCT 


Works of preparation 


Preparati« 


Ons re- 


mooue hin 
drances, 


,grant no force of amerito- 


rious cauſe in preparati- 
ons to produceſuch an et- 
fet as converſtonis: Noz 
only preparation 1s to re- 
mooue|the hindrances, and 
to fit che ſoule for conyer. 
ſion thatthere may not be 
ſogreat a diſtance bee- 
trecne the ſoule, and con- 
verſton,as without prepa- 
rationthere would be. 


But when is preparation 
ſuſficient 2 


When the foule is ſo] 
farre caſt* downe,as it ſets | 
a high price on Chriſt, | 


and on grace aboue all 
things tn theworld, itac- 


| 


| counts grace the onely | 
pearle| 


_— 
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'| high price ongrace more 
then all the world beſides 

-| then a man is ſuſficiently 
prepared, 


| upon the beſt things, and 


| ranke, when a man 1s, 
"| brought to that pitchthar 
-1 by the light of the ſpirit, 
1 hee eſteemes all nothing 
|| but Zhriſt, and that hee 
i muſt be had, and he muſt 


neceſſary A 
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pearle, and the Goſpelto 
be the Kingdome of hea- 
ven : when a man ſets a 


Some poore ſoulesthink 
they are ncuer prepared C- 
nough : but let them looke 
to theend that God will 
haue preparation for.that 
is, thata high price be ſer 


value all things but grace 
meanely in their owne 


haue! 
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LOSCE 
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| Progreſſe of preparation, 


Progreſſe 


j of prepara- 


C10. 


| haue ſaving grace let him 
neuer talke whether hee 
bee prepared orno: This 
diſpoſition fhewes rhathe 
is prepared enough, at 
| leaſt to bring him to con- 
veritun. 


ration. for the molt part 
Civilizeth people, and 
then Chriſtianizeth them 
as I may ſay : for the 
ſpirit of G © Þ will not 
beeffectuall in a rudewild, 
and barbarous ſoule, in 
men that are not men ; 
Therefore they muſt bee 
brought ro Civilitie, and 


nqe only to civilitie,- but 
there muſt be a worke of 
the law, to caſt .them 
downe, and thea they are 


Now, God in prepa-| : 


dam 
Ls A. 


brought] ? 


* | Co/t,therecannot be more 


# [paſſe of Civilitie, and then 


 Progreſſe of] Preparation, 


+ 


brought ro Chriſtianitie 
thereupon, 

. Therefore they take a 
good courſethat labourto 
breake them from their 
naturall rudeneſſe, and 
feircenefſe :as by naturee-| 
very manis like 4 wild aſſe- 


figaificant words a Colt, i 


cherisnoſowing inthe ſand 
or on the water : there isno 
forcing of grace 0n a ſoule 
ſo furre indiſpoſed thart is 
not brought to Civilitie, 
rude,and barbarous ſoules | 
therefore (04s manner is 
to bringthem inthe com- 


ſeeing what their eſtate is 
inthecorruption of nature 


an afſe Colt aud wild, Now | 


C to 


dd 


\OSTE 


« ff 


Progreſſe of. preparation. 


| 


to dejet them and chento 
bring them to Chriſtiani- 
tyas weſcc herein Lydze. 


force of a meritorious 
cauſe in preparations to 
grace,to raiſeup the ſoule 
to grace:for alasthat can- 
notbe Yitis not in it, to 
produceſuch a bleſſed ef- 
fe : yet notwithſtanding 
it brings a man to a leſle 
diſtance then other wild 
creatures that come not 
within the compaſle of the 
means, Therefore viually 
to thoſethatuſe the talents 


'of their vnderſtanding 


and will, that they haue 
well, God after diſcovers 
himfelfe more,and more. 
Therfore letall beincou- 


raged 


For howeuer thereis no| 


Pro 27eſſe of preparation, 


{| raged togrow more, and 
; | more tocourſes ofcivility, 


good time, till God ſhine 
on them in mercy : For 
though thoſe courſes can 
neuerproduce religion, yet 
it brifgs men to a proxi- 
mity, and neareneſſe to 
Ged,andChriſt, morethen 
thoſe that ſtand furtheroff. 
But I will nor force this 
point further at this time- 
Shee was 4a wormas that fea- 
red, aud worthipped God. 
Shee was faithtull in that 
light ſhee had, 4nd'to his 
that hath ſhal be given. 


 O- Shee 


! | and Religion,and wait the | 
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Progreſſe of preparation, | 
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Shee worſpipped God. 


2&1 of her owne, ſhe 


= God from the 
ſpirit of God, All feare 


God, initiall ' feare, and 
ripened feare, all feare is 
from Go, but I will not 


at this time, You ſee the 
perſon, a woman, hercal- 
ling; A ſeller of purple, and 
her pious diſpoſition, thee 


OT inany fight | 


had the grace of | 


comes from the ſpirit of | - 


con?it with adverſaries} 


was ſucha one as worſhip. || 
pedGod; And ſhe heard Pant, |' 


"OE CEE IIS. 


et 
ts 


; Prozreſſe of preparation, 


: |and oppoſe, anddoe what 
'| they can ; thoſe that be- 


: [ling, and effeRually call 


- [preventing 


— 


long to Ged,, God will haue 
a timeto bring them with- 
in the compaſſe ofhis cal- 


themby his ſpirit. As here 
Lydia, there wasaſweete 
providence 
that ſhee never thought 


;, i of, Godbroug it an Apo- 
| ſtle for the ſaluation of 
* | her ſoule, ſhee heard Par! 
E 'and was converted. To 


| come to the deſcription 


29 
|| The ſweere providence | 
*| of God, brings thoſe that | * 
/ | belong to EleRion, vader 
* |the compaſle of the means 
-latonetime or other, Let| Goa 
# {the divecll, and the inſtru. | brings bis 
' | ments of the Divell, rage |{& un. 


C3 of 
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30 Progreſſe of preparation. 4 
Wt 2s 
of her converſion in the| 3 | W 
© [next words. 13 jth 
: TY | | he 
oe 6.a' [te 
CON SS Sets | | 01 
Whoſe heart the Lerd opened | [[.el 
70 attend to the things [th 
that were ſpoken of Paul, 4 
@2 0 » opencdher}, |j©' 
f | heart. To what | | V 
&| purpoſe ? To|: If 
eb attend to the|, | 
| hinge Pets of Paul, | 
God by the word preach- 
ed opens :he heartzto at- 
{tendto the word: by the 
| word, we are fitted to the 
| word, The ſpiritand the 
word draw us to them- | 


| ſelues: The ſpirit, and rae | 
| word | | 
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Progreſſe of preparation. 


JI 


word draw us to regard | 
the word,by the word her 
heart was opened to at- 
tend ro, the word. 

Firſt I will ſpeake of the 
opening her heart - And 


- 


then of herattendingupon 
the. word preached by 
Paul, God opened her 
heart. Shee was a relig1- 
ous woman yet her heart 
was ſhut before God ope- 
ned it, Shee was religious 
in her kind, yet her heart 
muſt be further opened 
before ſhee could bee ſa- 
ved. There 1s no ſtaying 1n 
Preparations in this or that 
degree :as many abortimes 
in our timesthat make ma- 


ny offers ; they” haue the| 


ſpirit of bondage, and are 
B 4 caſt 


1 


_ 


Preparati* 
ONS NOT tO 


be reſted 


In, 


. ; "IF e-4 
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God opens the heart, 


God opens 


the heart, 


Th 
| The heart 
naturally 
thut, 


; 


—_ 


| 


| diſpoſitions, in good affec- 


caſt downe: bnttherethey 
{ſtickand neuer come to. 
proofe. But thoſe that 
will attatne to ſalvation, 
muſt not reſt in religious 


tions, and gracious offers, 
they muſt goe on further 
and further, as wee ſee 
here, God opened hey beart. 


Obſeruethen in the 0- 
penizg ofthe-heart theſe 
things. 

Firſt rhe heart 1s natu- 
rally ſhut, and cloſed up 
as indeed itis to ſpirituzll 
things: it is open enough 
to the world, and to baſe 


contentments here, but it 


{is ſhut to heauen and hea- 


venly things, naturally 


it 


—— — —— 


»  ———— 


God opens the heart, 


it is cleane locked up. 
Parcly in its ownc na- 
ture, being corrupt, and 
earthly, partly becauſe Sa- 
than he beſeigeth all the 
ſenſes, and ſhuts up all. 
There is aſpirit of deafe. 
neſle, and blindnefle, anda 
ſpirit of darknes, and deaf. 
nefle in people, before God 
hath brought them by the 
powerfnll worke of the 
Goſpell, from the 'King- 
dome of Satan, that pof- 
ſeflerh every man natural- 
ly, Naturally therefore 
our hearts are not open, 
but 1:cked and ſhut up 
(that is ſuppoſed here)+ſo 
that except God be merci- | 
full to breake the priſon | 
as It were, whereby by , 


CY unb2. / 
VR— .- _—— ——— 
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| 


God opens the heart. 
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lone = 
y_ the 

Cart, 


| 


| 


- 
= 


vnbeleife,and the wicked- 
nefſe of our nature we are 
ſhutt up, there is no hope 
of ſalvation at all. 


God Opens the heart. 


\ Theſecond thing is this, 
thatas our hearts are ſhut 
and cloſed up naturally : 
ſo God, and Ged alone © 
pens the heart, by his ſpi- 
ritinthe uſe of the means, 
God opencd Lyaa's heart. 
God hath many keyes,he 
harhthe key of heauen, to 
comand theraine to come 
downe, he hath thekey of 


the wombe, the key of 
hell, and the graue, and 
the key of the heart, eſpe- 
clally, He opens, aud a0 
man 


of oo MY 
I 


z® 
4 
- 
f 
| 
£0: 


| 


| 
GOP oo ammo gan 


© 
ny 


1if the heart 


1and hecan make it a new 


God opens the heart, 


lia 4 
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| 2847 ſhuts, and (huts and 


0 men 6pens. He hath the 
key of the heart, to open 


; [the vnderſtanding, the 


memory, the will, and atf- 
fections., God,and God on- 
ly hath the key of the 
heart to open that,itis his 
prerogatiue, He made the 
heart, and he onely hath 


| to doe with the heart, he 
| can yvamake it, and make 


it new againe, aSthoſe that 
make locks candoe., And 
be in ul 
temper, hee can take if in 
peices,and bring it t@ no» 
thingas it were ( as it muſt 
be before converſion ) 


| 


q 


heart againe. It is God that 
opens the heart, and God 
only | 


22 


mad. 


LOSZE 


- on — -— —— > 
—_ -_ _ ———_—_ 

a - % n ® A wg w 4 

- 7 - * -- — a - 
þ : T5 - - _ - - - DIX ES 
|. _ __— > ++ AE IT - - - - — ——_—_——gyg— of - bt i... 
we m_——_ - __ - —_ : RG ps * . 
_ x CY 4 4 _ = =4 4 _ 
* = x. SE :a&- , _ ——_— — 
—_—— ———— M4 —— ——— a _—_ = WM & - 
- "2 a ”— - a. 


- 4 — 


i - A 
3 7. Oat 


G od opens the heart. 


wmeauen cannot piue . one 


|God: it is meerly from 


only. _ All the Angels in 


grace, not the leaſt grace; 
Gracecomes meerly fram 


God : All the ercatures in. 


the world cannot open; 


the hearr, but God only by | 
his holy ſpirit: Fornature 
cannot doe abouc its 
ſphere (as weſay) abouc 
its owne power. Natural! 
things can doe but naturall 
things. For nature to raiſe 
it ſelfe upto belecue hea. 
venly things it cannot be, 
Therefore as you ſee ya- 
pours goe as high as the 
ſunne drawes them upand 
no higher: ſo theſoule of 
man is lift up to heauen- 


—mEp__— _— = —_— —— 


ly things by the power of 
| Gods, 


—_— 


—_ 
—O— 
_ ” 


nds. —_——— Mt. tt te. ee 


C_ I -© > 


Rl. 
” MEET WO es 2? 


-| ly want of ftrength inthe} 


] out allgoodneſſe. A man 
{| hath no ſenſesto fpirituall 
things; noeyes, no cares, 


God opens the heart, 37 


Gods ſpirit : God drawes us| \ = 
and then we follow : God 
I ſay onely openeth the 


"| heart. 


Becanſe thereis not on- | 


{oule,to open it ſelfe : but Thereis 

likewiſe there is enmity, | V22* of a- 
. | bllityia the 

and poylſon in the heart, | c,uje, | 


$0 ſhur ir ſelfe, and ſhut 


no taft,no life. Nay there G 
isan oppolition to all. A|-;..... 


, naturall man pere eiveth not an! oppnh” 
. | che things of God, neither | on 


can he, he wants fenſes:and 
thoſe ſenſes hee hath are 
{et 'againft. goodneſle, as 
the Apoftle faith he eftee-| 
meth them foolsſhneſſe. 1 


| need 


Seer 


i 


| 


$qqT16 
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God opens the heart, = 


Uſe 
Patience 
to others, 


2 Tim,2. 


——— 


{little good with thoſe 


eafte an argument, that 
quainted with. Naturally 


only muſt open it. 
This ſhould teach us 
patience, when we can do 


that are under us by all 
our inſtructions, and cor- 
reQions wait the duetime, 


opcning.:therefore as it is 


Godin duetimegiue them 
grace tO repent. : Grace1s 
Goas creatureit is none of 


[need aor bee much in ſo 
you are well enough ac-| 


the heartis ſhur, and God} ' 


Grace is not of thy gi-| 
ving,the heart is not ofthy |. 
opening, orof any mans |: 


2 Tim.2, waitez and beare ||. 
| with patience men of con- 
irarie minds,waiting when |: 


Le Xs 


PW 


Our 


T4 
tt. 


[7 God Opens the heart, 


| 


our owne. Thereforetake | 


heed that we be not ſhort, 
& angry ſpirited,if we can» 
not haueall we wouldhaue 
of thoſe that areunder us, 
children,or ſervants, letus 


waite Gods time, he opens | 


the heart in his time. 
And if wee find not 
grace wrought 1n 'our 
owne hearts at the firſt, 
or ſecond or third ſermon 
Let us doe as hee at the 
Pooleof Betheſdazlie there 
trill che Angell ftirre the 
water, till God bee cfteQu- 
all by his ſpirit. Geddoth 
itand he only dothit,on- 
ly we muſt waire, he will 
docitin his good time, be 
not ouer ſhort-ſpirited. 
This we oughtto obferue 
out 


IQCZ7 


= 


I——— 


God opens theh eart. 


Thankfi al; 
nefle. | 


Whatment 
by heart, 


out of theſe words God o- | 
pexed the heart of Lydia, 
The heart is put for the 
whole foule, he opened 
her underſtanding to con- 
cetue : for all things bee- 
oin with heauenly light 
of the underſtanding all 
grace comes into the ſoule 
by the anderftanding. 
There is no ſancitying 
o2race in the affeRtions but 
it comes by enlightning 
the underſtanding, we ſee 
the grounds of it in the 
underſtanding firſt - God 
opens the nnderſtanding, 
and then he opens the me- 
mory to retaine, That 


|the memory may bee as 


the pot of Manrah to hold 
heauenly things :heopens 


and 


4 5 oe 
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C 


 #[ and ſtrengthensit with re-] 


God opens the heart, 


tention to keepethem,and 


*| he opens the will tocloſe 


with holy things, and the 


'| affeRions to joy and de- 
| lightinthem. Sothe heart 
| is the whale inward man, 

"| henotonly enlightens the 
-p underſtanding, but infn- 


ſeth grace into the will, 
and affections, into the 


-{ whole inward man. We 
*{ muſt take itin that extent 
* for elſe if God ſhould only 
':. open the underſtanding, 


4 and not through the un- 


= derſtanding flow into the 
* will by the power of his 
|, ſpirir, the will would al. 
q; way rebell :as indeed ir is 


' a poyſontull thing ; there 
'is nothing fo malicious 
next 


\OSTC 


How to attend 


next the diyell,as the will 
of man.God will hauc one 
way, and -it will haueano- 
' ther: Therefore God doth 
not only open the vnder- 
ſtanding to conceiue, bat 
he opens the willto cloſe 
with,and toimbrace that 
that isgood; or el{cit will || 
' take head, and take armes 
againſt the underſtanding 
in that that is good, and-;||. 
neuer cometo the worke |}! 
of grace : Therefore take | 
itſo, he opened the will || 
and affections as ' well as! 
the underſtanding: though 
what-ſocuer is in the 
will, and affetions,comes' 
through the underſtading, 
as well as heate comes 
through light. God ope- 
| _acd) 


0 the Word, 


4 3 


ed her heart, to what | 
cnd ? 


| 
To attend to the things 


that were ſpoken of Paul. 


FF He word figni- 

0a Rs fries, to applie, 

q vp! and ſcther mind 

— to. the things} 

that Paul ſaid, to joyne 

and faften the mind, ro 
what Paul ſayd. 

Firſt you ſee then,here 
is the opening of the 
heart before there is at- 
tending, before there can 
bee any attending, andap- 


plying 


—— — 


The mind 
muſt bee 
ſanRified 
toattend 
to the 
word, 


—— 


17 


=> 


How to attend 


plying of the mind, the 


*|mind muſt be ſanRified, 


and ſtrengthened:the ſoule 
muſt be ſanctified before 
{1tcan attend. 

The reaſon is; nothing 
c#n flow but from a ſu- 
table facultie, and ability 
to attend is a power and 
at of the ſoule, ic muſt 
come from a ſanRtified 
| power of the ſoule, the 


ned,and then the heart at. 
tends. God ſayth, he will 
circumciſe the heart, and 
then we ſhall loue him, he 
| ſanAifies the heart, and 
then it loues him. Ged 
changeth and alrereth the 
frame of the ſoule, and 
[then holy actions come 

from 


heart muſt firſt zee ope- | 


| . 
- 
: 
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0x the Word, 


45 | 


from it. Firſt, grace be- 
gins with the abilities 
and powers of the ſoule, 
the heart is opened, and 
then come holy actions 
ſutable. There is no pro- 
portion betwecne holy 
ations, and an vnſani- 
fied ſoule, the heart muſt 
firſt beopened, and then 
it attends. 


Sedo: po dfoiofediooe 


Whoſe heart the Lord ope- 
wedthat ſheeattended,ctc. 


> OU ſee thenin 
C4 the next place, 
12 that God ope- 

709 ning the heart 
of any Chriſtian, it 1s to 


carrie 


Ne 


| 45 


Tryalls, whether the | 


God opens 
the heart 
to attend, 


Uſe, 
'Triall whe 
ther our 
hearts be 
opeacd, 


dl 


carrie the attention to the 
word. God by grace carries 
the heart to the word,ſhee 
attended to what Part 
[pake, Where true grace 
is wrought it carries not 
to ſpeculation or to pra- 
Riſe this or that idle 
dreame, but where the 
heartis Open, grace carries 
to attend to the word, e- 
ſpeciallyto the good word 
the Goſpell of Chriſt, As 
orace is wrought by 
the word: ſoit carries the 
ſouleto the word, 

And therefore it may 
be auſe of tryall to know 
whether wee haue our 
hearts wrought on by the 
grace of God or no, whe- 


haue 


ther G o » by his ſpirit | 


CC _A= 


C ASA# 346 
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heart bet? opened, 


no?if our hearts be carri- 
edto the bleſfed word of 
Godto relliſh that, If they 
be, God hath opened our 
hearts to attend to the 
word. And there is no 


better evidence of a child 


of God, then that that is 
fetched from the af:Rion 
that hee carries tothe word 
and bleſſed truth of God - 
Oh ! he rellifheth it as his 
appointed food, hecannot 
be without it, take away 
that,and you take away his 


life. cAry Sheepe heare my 


voyce, you are none of 

mine becauſeyou heare nof 

my word, A delightin the 

blefled truth of God 1s an 

argument that God _ 
r 


haue opened our kearts or 


firſt opened the heart. 
Therefore poore ſoules 
whenthey want good cvi- 


good or nor Letthem con- 


it be connaturall to the 


word or no? whether it be 
ſavourie or no 2 whcther 


they could be withourthe 
meanesef falvationor no? 
and let them judge of 
themſelves by their de- 
light in Gods truth, her 


The Goſpell the; ground = | 


| dence, when they doubt || 
whether their eſtate be[j 


fider whatrellifh they have || 
of dinine truths. Whether|| 


heart was opened to attend 
tothe word. 


[therefore ir muſt ncedes| 
tbe the word of faith: We 


Pa 
} AZ \ 
| £ = . —Þ 4 


| A: of faith, 


46:44:34 
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Shee ' attended 16 the 
thinss which were ſpoken of 
Paul . | | 


Era Hich were the 
WER Þicfled truths of 
S/NEZ? ſalvation. The 

| forgiuenefſe of 
finnes, The free mercy of 
Godin Chriſt, The parti- 
culars are not ſet downe, 
but it was the Goſpell, 
and ſhee belecued upon ir, 


ſee heere then, that 


D The 


The Goſpell theGround 


{ The Goſ- 

pell the 
| Ground of 
faithy 
{ 


| -Tkefeed and ground of 


f@this FhyCofpell.. ** 


Her heart was . opened 
co attend ro thit, that 


] Paud ſpake which wasthe 


Goſpcll. And indeed ſo 
it is, The foundation/ of 
faith, the word: of faith is 
the Goſpell: nothing can 
breed” faith but rhe word 
of God: for how can wee 
hope forheauen,and hap- 
pinefſe, but by the mind 
of God diſcovered ? Can 


Go Dd muſt diſcover his 
mind to beſtow it? and 
where haue wee the mind 
and boſome of God open. 
«d tous, is it not from 


we looke forany thing but | 


the 


of faith. 


$I 


God, from the good word 


of the Kingdomt,and of glo- 
ry; The word of life: . b& 
cauſe by it all theſe .bleſ- 
{cd things are conveyed 
tO US. 

Now it is not the word 
ſimply here, but the word 
ſpoken by Paul, that is, the 
word preached by an au- 
thorized miniſter, is the 


| uſuall meanes of faith, her 


heart was opened to at- 
tend to what was ſpoken ; 
by Paul an authorized 
miniſter,ſothe ward prea- 
ched is the ordinary 
though not the ſole foun-! 
dation of faith, Therefore 


D2 the 


eſpecially? Ttis calcd the | 
word of grace, and the word 


{ 


preached 
the uſuall 
meanes of | 


faith, 


The word | 


the ſcripturesthe word of |\L 


——————.. 


| 5 . The Goſpell the ground = | | 


| the Apoſtle ſaith, that God 
by that converted the 
world, by the fooliſhneſſe of 
preaching, And inthe lad- 
der of heauen in Rom.10. 
How fhall they call on bin 
of whons thty hane not beard 
and how fhall they preach 
exceps they bee ſent +: ſo 
there is no faith withour 
teaching. The point is 
playne,you heare ir oft - 
The word is the ground 
of faith, andthe word e- 
ſpecially as it is preached 
|by a Pavl,by a Miniſter 
you fe unfolding it. ; 
Topray . | Therefore be ſtirred up 
for labou, | AS =_ f1uour the ſoules w 
rers nh | Gods prople,to pray to Go 
| hog wr Jer Jebeuters ; to his 


harveb,and to pray that 
che 


4 


Tk 


chat labour. that the Goſ- 


, [For we ſee here, it is the 
| word unfolded, the unſear 


of faith, 


rhe Goſpelland the prea- | 


paſſage,that Ged wouldſet 
vp lights inall the darke 
corners of the kingdome, 
and every where to thoſe 
that are in darkeneſſe, and 
in the thadow of death; And 
bleſſed are their indeauour 


pellmay be preached ine. 
nery part of the Kingdom. 


chable riches of Chriſt 
ſpread open, the Tapeftry 


get faith. The minemuſt be 

digged : people muſt ſeeit 

familiarly layd open. 
Therfore ſaith he here, 


ching of it may hauca free \ 


laid open,that_uſually be- |. 


 Lydia's heart was opened, 
| "D009 and | 


The Goſpell the ground, 


Toprize 
the ordi- 
nanceof 

preaching, 


Atrention 


neceflaric, 


' jand ſhee attended to the 


(and the word opened,and 


[aretheſe 3. goe together. 


word fpoken by Paul. 

Let this teach us to ſet 
a price upon the ordinance 
of Ged :doth God ſet up an 
ordinance ;and willhe not. 
give vertue, and power to 
it. ? Yes: there is a maje- 
ty, and a power in the 
word of God to pul peo. 
ple out of the Kingdome 
of Sathan, to the bleſſed 
light of Gods Kingdome. 
[Ie was the word, and the 
word opened by the mini- 
ſtery of Pawl. F211 
| But ir was the” word, 
attended to, ſhee mixed it 
w ith herattention and her 
heartcloſed with it. There 


The | 


| There. are theſe. foure ; 


= of faith. * 


The word, and the word | 


ding.to the word preach- 
edth at was the gronnd of 
| her faith, theſc 3. meeting 
together, 


things muſtalwayss be in 
the ſenſes of our body, If 
wee will ſee there muſt be 
an objcato {ce,wemuſtſee 
ſomcthing;and a facultie: 
to ſee, our eye, and- then 
a light whereby wee ſee 
we -cannot fee inthe dark | 
And. thea there. muſt hee! 
an application of the-eye 
ro {ec,, the obje bythat 
light,So in ſpirituallthings 
there. is the bleſſed; truth 
of:Goa; the mercie of God 
in teſus: Chriſt: that wee 


| =8 7 may 


preached, and then atten- | 


_ 


Things re 


cut lite to (| 


li gat, 


——— — _— 


The Goſpel the ground 


x {may fee theſe things, wee 


1ſouleto attend to theword 


| objeR,the raft tothe thing 


muſt have a light by 
which we may ſee them. 
Andtheremuft be a pow- 
er tofee whichis the ſan- 
ified opened underftan- 
ding,when the underſtan. 
ding is opened, then there 
is an application of the 


of Ged,by thelight of the 
word. Sothatthere muſt 
beapplication,and attenti- 
on tothe word : before the 
word can doe us good, 
it-muſt be applyedto the 


taſted, and ſo in all the 
other ſenſes. 

Attention is a ſpecial 
thing-how many ſermons 


are loſtinthis Cirie, thar 


are 


—_ 


of fait hb, 


3.7 


thinke there is no place in 
the world whete there is 
ſo much preaching,and no. 
place, where there are 19 
meny ſermons loſt; why; 
becauſe people want a re- 
taining power, and. facul- 
tie to attend, and retaine 
and keepe what wee heare 
ſhee attended to the word 
preached. . 

To giue alittle diredi-, 
on in this poynt of atten- 
ding, and applying the 
mind, not to ſpeake much 
I will name two or three 
principall things that. T 
thinke fit atthis time. 


If we would come, as 
we - ſhould, to -the word| 


are as feed drowned, that) 
never come to fruire ? I |® 


DireRtion 
to attend 
cn the 
werd, 


2: 


Sexch ol! 


Wants, 


Dis: preached 


_— 
— 


bh a 


Direftionstoaticnd 


—_— 


| preached: let us ſearch our 


wants before wee come, 
and all the occaſions wee 
ſhall have to encounter 
with,all temprations, that 
we are like ro encounter 
with, ler us fore-caſt by 
preſenting to nur ſoules. 1 
am weake in knowledge, 
and I want ſuch graces.I 
am liketo encounter with 
ſuch temptations, I am 


| 


pcs weake for it; I ſhall 


meete with ſuch adverſa- 
ries, know not how to; 


{ 


| ſhall beloſt in them with: | 
f out graces then the ſoule; 


anſwer then, I am plun- 
ged in ſuch bulineſfes, I: 


comes with'a mind to be. 
ſupplied, and then it will | 
attend, and wll pray for, 


—_—_—_—_—. 


—_— 


_ the 


" on the Word, 


ret him that he may ſpeak 
fitly ro me, ſomewharfor 
my underſtanding, ſome- 
what for my: aftcQions, 
ſomewhat to helpe me a- 
gainſt ſuch, & ſucha temp- 
tation:this is wanring, and. 


thepreacher!Oh Lord di- 


1 


therfore weprofirno more| 
by the word then we doe. | 


 Thenwhen we'cometo | 
beare the. word: let” us 
heare it with-all ſpirituall} 
ſubjeRion, as that Word 
that hath power to Com- 
mand..the conſcience.) 
' Thisis the wordof: Gad: 
the Miniſter ofGod ſpeaks| 
in theplace of Godrome.|. 
I muſtgive an account af 
jr] will ſubjeR my conſei-: 
encetoit: Ir is ſpoken with} 


evidence, | 


ſubjeRion, 


2 
Comewith 


Wn” 


4a _—_—_— 


60 Diredions to attend | 
| n evidence, and proved, I ce 
| :-*| will toupeto it. Thus we m 
| fhould come with ſub- th 
jetion of ſoule and con- re 
ſcience ro whatſoever is an 
Y taught ; and not come to; th 
? jadge,and cenſure, or to VE 
+ delightin ir as maſique,as pe 
| if wee cameto aplay, to as 
heare ſome pretrte ſenten. pl. 
\ces:" bur-came to. heare us 
God, asto the ordinance of 
| of God, comeas'to that in 
| Word that ſhall judge our of 
| als at the latter day; {tr 
| that is the way to attend. | | NE. 
| - Thenagaine,ifwe would tio 
attend, when we have an 
heard the word of God, W 
"RM the fletus labour by all meanes ye: 
| word in- [to bring 1t+neate. tous ter 
e_—_— ebar it may bean 'ngrafe ”) | NE; 


OO — 


; on the Word, 


z£dWord, that the ſoule 
may be leavened by ir, 
that it may be ſo ingraf- 
ted in the underftanding, 
and affeftions that we may 
thinke the better, in the 
vertue ofit; and love, and 


|ſpeake, and doethe better 


as-a Sience favours of the 
 plamir is put into. - Let 
us:labour that the word 
of - God 'may be written 
in Our ſoules-in-the tables 
of our hearts :- that the 
{truth of God may: bc 
 Neare us, as any tempra- 
tion ſhallbe neare us, or 
any corruption neare us. 
What is-the reaſon wee 
yeeldto- corruptions and 
temptations ©: They arc 
neare, and the Word ' is 
| farre 


*_—_ —_— at 


tt. 
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farre off, We never atten- 
ded to the Wordto bring| 
it ncearc home. It the word| 
were. aS neareas COrrupti- 
ons,and temptations, that 
it were - ingrafted, and in 
veſted. into the ſoule, wef 
ſhould haye the word rea- 
die for every temptation: 
[there- ſhould not be a 
temptation offered, nor a 
corruption ariſe, but wee 
ſhould ſubdue it,and beat 
it downe with the blefſed 
truth of God, accompa. 
nied with the ſpirit. ; Let 
us Jabour to get _ir'ncare 
us3 tbatthe reaſons of the 
word and our reaſon, that 
the judgment of, God,and 
our indgement, that: the 
| wildf God, & our own wil: 
| may | 


yu Lat. Ae 


onthe Word, 


may be all one:and foto 
haveir incorporated, and 
naturalized into our 
hearts,that we may ſpeake 
and thinke, and doe .no- 


Divine: that is, to have 
the word written in our 
hearts, our attention 
ſhould be to that end. 
Therefore when we heare, 
we ſhould doe-as nature 
doth with the Meate we 
eate, it ſuckes out a 
ſtrength ſutable for every 
part, every, part hath a 
[power to draw out nou- 
riſhment what is ſutable 
to it ſelfe: ſo when wee 


we ſhould be aþle ro ſay 


this is good for ſuch,and 


a 4 "I xv 


thing but that which is} 


heare the word of God, | 


 ——————— 
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| 


F- 


ſuch 
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Diredions toatiend 


[ſuch an end, and never. 


leavethinking of the word 


|of God. when wee have 


heard it,. till we havetur- 
ned the word into - our 
ſoules, till we kave it fix- 
ed in our underſtandings, 
that we can ſay, Now I 
know it; till we have ſub- 
dued our hearts to it, and 
we be molded, and dcli- 
vered upto it, that we can 
ſay, Now1 haveirt; now 
the word is mine. Lerus 
acver leave the truth wee 
heare till we be brought 
tothat : alas 6 whatpur- 
poſe is it to heare: except 
we make it our owne, as 
nature makes rhe meate 
our owne that wee eate ! 
There i is aſecond orthird 


digeſtion, 


| 


| 


| | Godthat brings me much 


| | On the Word, 


digeſtion, that goes be-| 
tore digeftion be perfeR- 
ly made, and the meate 


nating, and meditating, 
and altering of that wee 
heare, and working on it 
that_makes ſpirituall nou. 
riſhment :thus wee ſhould 
doe toattendto purpoſe. 

 Andthatwe may doe it 
ler us adde ſome medita- 
tions to theſe praQiſes. 
Confider firſt ofall whoſe 
word'it is. It is the word 
of the great God, andthe 
word of God for my good 
It is the good word of 
God. and the word of 


good, eternall ſalvation if 
I obey it,it isthe word of 


turned into it. It is rumi- | * 


God 


? 


Meditati= 
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F 


| 


God that brings eternall 
damnation if I obey it not. 

It is the word of the 
great King, a Proclama- 


tion, -a Law whereby TI} 


ſhall be judged, and per- 
haps that word that 1 
ſhall not heare another 
time, perhaps the ſpirit 
may 
thenat anothertime:there- 
fore I will be wiſe, & give 


wayto the ſpirit of God, 


and not beateit backe, per» 
hapsI fhal never have ſuch 
a gale ofthe ſpirit offered 

againe, it may be the laſt 

Sermon I ſhallheare while 
I live: we thould have ſuch 

meditatios,wethat ſpeak z 

as if it were-the laſt time 
we ſhonld ſpeake z and =_ 
| that. 


worke more now | 


S v — 0”. fs | wats. _ _- 4 


_—_— 
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on the Word. 


that heare,asifthey ſhould 
be .the laſt things that | 
ever you ſhould heare :for 
how doe wee know but it 
may beſo? It is another 
mahnerofmatterto hearc, 
then we takeit, Take heed 
how yee heare ſaith onr 
bleſſed Savieur We heare 
nothing bur it ſets us for. 
ward in the way of Grace 
to heaven, or forwardto 
hell, we are helped by it 
to heaven, or elſe harde- 
ned by it further to hell. 
We had need to takehecd 
how we heare, we muſt 
be judged by that wee 
heare: and that that wee 
heare now negligently, 
and carcleſly, God will 
make good at the day of 


. __ judgement. 
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Tryalls of attending 


judgement, We may ſhake 
off (as prophane ſpirits 
doe)the Miniſters exhor- 
rations: but will you ſhake 


| off depart ye Curſedatrhe 
Will you| 


latter day ? 
ſhake off that m—_—_ 
you would nor heare me, 
and I will not heare you? 
Oh ! no: Therefore ſhake 
notthat off now, that will 
be made good then. If 


pell now, God will make 
ceive mercie now, he will 


ſhew that thou art acquit- 
ted then before Divels, 


\and Angells,and Men. Let 


us regard this, and let it 
make us heare the word 


withattention aSthisgood 
woman 


thou entertaine the Gol. 


it good then if thou re-! 


— 


— pay Gs LE 


—_— 
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onthe Vord. 


? 


woman here. God opened | | 


her heart, and ſhee atten- 
ded tothethingsthat were 
ſpoken of Pawl. 


But you will aske, how 
ſhall I know a man whoſe 
heartis opened, and at- 
tends better then another 
mandoth ? 


I will givetwo or three 
briefe rules of diſcerning. 
He that by the ſpirit of 
God attends to the good 
word of God to purpoſe, 


| with an opened under. 


ding, he-not enly knowes 
the words,and the ſhell in 
preaching the word of 
God, but the thiazs: he 
knowes not only what 


faith |- 


A— 


Pueſt, 
How to 
know we 
attend a- 
right, 


Anſw, 

Is 
When wce 
know not 
the word, 
but the 
things, 
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faith andrepentance is in 
the words : but he hath a 
ſpirituall light. to know 
what the thingsare, what 
repentance is, and faith; 
and love, and hope, and 
patience, hee knowes the, 
things. And likewiſe he 
that bath attended to pur. 

poſe he can dothe things: 
he notonly knowes what 

he ſhould doc: but by the 
orace of the ſpirir, and at- 

reading upon the word of 
God, he knowes how to 
doethem, Grace teacheth 
him not onely that hee 
ſhould denic himſelfe,and 
live ſoberly, and righte- 
oufly, and Godly, but it tea- 
cheth him how to live ſo- 


berly and righteouſly,and 
Godly./ 


— 


aright on the Word b 


Godly. Grace, when we 
attend uponthe word as 
wee ſhould, teacheth us to 
doc the things; aot only 
that we ſhould repent,and 
pray &c.but ro doe them 
it opens the things, and 
gives abilitie to doe them. 

And in thenext place, 
thoſe that attend as they 
ſhould doe, there is api. 
rituall eccho intheir ſoules 
to every thing that 1s 
taught : rhatis, when they 
are exhorted to Rleeve; 
theyanſwer,Lord I wil be= 
leeve; Lord] will heare, 
I will repent, and Iwill 
take heed of ſuch fins by 
thy gracezwhen God faith 


ſeeke my face; Lord. thy 
face will 1 ſecke, This is 


—— 


em 


the 


2. 
The ſoule 
ecchoes to 
the word, 


Tryalls of attending 


theanſwer ofagoodcon- 
ſcience, thiseccho, where 
there is attention ro the 
word of God by the ſpi- 
rit, there is an eccho to 
thatthe ſpirit | agar 
itis good, and it is goed 
for me, ifI yeeld to this, 
if I doe nor, it is naught 
for me tq put off repen- 
tance till another day; 1 
defire to yeeld now, and 


oh ! that my heart were|' 


| direRedzifit be rebellious, 
and nd ycelding, there is 
a defirethat the heart may 
be brought into ſubjeci- 
.on to eycry truth. revea- 
led, there is a gracious 
eccho in them that attend 
to purpole. 

Then againe thoſe that 


[of pr 


Sraci 
ſpirit 
tuall 1, 


doe 


It 


"| of pride of heart : but a 


| winht onthe Ward g 


— 


7. 


doe attend from a ſanQi- 
fing grace, they ſcethings 
by anotherlight, by a ſpi- 
rit oftheir owne, by a hea- 
uenly light, by a ſpecies in 
their owne kind, {pirituall 
things with a ſpirituall 
light. Many come, and 
heare ſermons,and can di- 
ſcourſe, and wrargle, and 
maintatne janglings of 
their owne,and all this ont 
of naturall parts, and out 


eracious holy man, ſees! 
ſpirituall rhings bya ſpiri- 
tuall light, in their owne 
kind. 

A man that is way nt 
a dungeon, and neuer ſaw 


- 


—_  ———— 


Zo 
They ſee 


things in | 


their owne 
lighe. 


Js 


\thelight, when he heares 
diſcourſe of the Sun, and 


Cm 
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| 


[rit of his owne, and not 


ſtars, andearth, and flow- 
ers, and plants, he hath I- 
maginations what they 
ſhould be, but he fancies 
other things : ſ@ a man 
that neuer had ſpiritual 
eye-ſight, to {ce ſpirituall 
things in their kinde ; he 
fancies ' them tro bee this 
and that, bur he ſees them 
not by their owne light, 
many ſpeake and talke of 
good things, but it is by 
the ſpirit of other men, 
out of books,and hearing 


owne. Hethat atteads by 
grace ſpeakes out of a ſpi- 


out of other mens ſpirits, 


and-notby a ſpirit of their 


he ſees ſpirituall things in 


wec 


their owne colours, Thus | 


mY THO ww Am WF Wwe 


rt 


— 
we 
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aright on the Word, 


wee {ee how to diſcerne 
ſpirituall atrention. _ 

And he that knowes what 
this meanes, what 1s it to 
haue his heart opencd to 
attend, when he goes from 
hearing the word, he judg 
eth of his profiting by ir 
not by what hecan ſay by 
heart; but by how much 
che mecker hee is, how 
much morepatient, 1101y 
much more able to beare 
the croſle, toreſift temp- 
cations, and to haye com- 
munion with God, ſo hee 
v.lues his attending upon 
the meanes and hearingthe. 
word by the growch of 
his grace,and the decay of 


Q OO w 


\ 


his corruptions, Shee at- 
tended to the things that 
E 2 were 


They judge 
according 
co 'their - 
profie,, 


—_ — 


Baptiſme the ſeale | 


—_—— — 


Baptiſme 
the ſeale of 
ſalvation, 


ns ſpoken of Paul, 


Py 


And ſhee was baptized, 
and her howſhold. 


AS Hz» had the 
@M meanes of ſal. 


likewiſe, which is bap- 
tiſme, We haueall need of 
ſeales, wee haue need to 
hane our faith ſtr. ngth- 
enced: God knowes it bet- 
then wee our ſelues, We 
thinke Bap:iſme , and the 
Communion {mall matters 
but - Ged knowes - 4 


te) 
|proap wee are to ſtagger, 


—— - —_— 


hee | 


_— _— 


of ſalvation, 


hee knowes thatall ſeales | 


are little enouzhz there. 
fore it is ſayd here, ſhee' 
was baptized, and all her 
bouſhold, Paptiſme is 
a ſolemne thing, ir is 
the ſeale of the Cove- 
nant of grace:you are well 
enough acquainted, [ima- 


gine, with the thing,ther- | 


fore I will not enter into 
the common place, it is 
needlefle. As the whole! 
trinitie was at the Bap- 
riſme of Chrift,ſo cuery in-' 
fant that is baptized,isthe 


Child of Chriſt, And-it 
is a ſpeciall thing that we 
ſhould meditate of. 

We ſlight our baptiſme 
and thinke ir necdleſſe 
you ſeethe holy woman 


E3:. x here 


_ tt. 
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Baptiſme the ſeals 


"| here would bee bap:izcd 
' - | preſently zfhce would haue 
the ſcale of the coyenant. 
There arc many that are 
not booke-learned, that 
cannot read,at leaſt they 
haue no leaſureto read; I 
would they would read 
their booke in their Bap- 
tiſme: and if they would 
conſider what it miniſters 
to them upon all ocafions 
they would be farre bet- 
ter Chriftians then they 
ME. - 

Thinke of thy Bap- 
tiſme when thou goeſt ro 
God, eſpecially when hee 
ſeemes atgrie, it is the 
ſealeofthe covenant;bring 
the promiſe, Lord itisthe 
ſeale of thy Covenant, 
thou 


— ———c 


of Salvation. 


LR 


thou haſt prevented mce 
by thy grace, thou brough 
relt mee into:rthe Cove- 
nant before 1 knew my 
right. hand from my letr. 
Sowhen we goeto Church 
tO offer our ſeruice to God, 
thinke, by bapriſme wee 
were conſecrated, and ce- 
dicatedto'Goed, wenot on: 
ly receiue grace from God: 
but we giue our ſelues- to: 


God, Therefore it is ſacri- | 


ledge for : perſons, bapti- 
zed to yeeld to temprati- 
ons,to finne, we are dedi- 
cated to God in baptiſme. 
When we are tempted to 
| deſpaire, let us thinke of 
our baptiſme : wee are in 
the Covenant of Grace; 
and haue received the 


E 4 ſeale| 
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| |ſeale of the Covenant, 


bapriſme, The divell is 
an vncircumciſed, dam- 
ned, curſed ſpirit, hee 1s 
out ofthe Covenant - but 
I am in the Covenant : 
Chriſt is mine, the holy + 
Ghoſt is mine, and God 
is mine, therefore ler us 
ſtand againft all the temp. 
cations of that vncircum- 
ciſed,ynbaprized damied 
ſpirit. The thinking ef 
our baptiſme thus, will 


{helpus fereſiſt the Dewill, 


he is a coward, if hee bee 
refiſted he will flee: and 
what will better reſiſt him 
then the Covenant of 
grace, and the ſeale of it ? 
When we are tempted to 
ſinne, letus thinke, what 


haue | 


of, [abvation. 


haue Ito doewith finne ? 
by bapriſme I haue uni- 
on with. the - death of 
Chrift; he died to take a- 
way ftn, and my cnd muſt 
be his. I muft aboliſhſin 


in my nature? ShalfIyeild| 


to that:that in baptiſme I 
haue ſworne againſt? And 
then if we bee tempred to} 
deſpairec for fin, lct-us call] 
to mind the promiſes of 
grace, and forgiuenele. of} 
| {tns, andthe ſeale of for-; 
eivenetle of finnes, which | 
is baptifme : For as watcr | 


in baptiſme waſherh the; , 
body, ſo the blood of| | 


Chriſt waſheth' the ſoule :|- 
Let us- make that uſe. of | 
our baptiſmc in remprati- 
ons notto deſpaire for fin. 
Es: And. 
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© And in converfing a- co! 
* [mong men; let us labor ma 
to maintaine the ynitie the 
of the ſpirit.47 the bond ma 
| of peace,tolive peaceably. all! 
Chriſtians muſt not fall chi 
to jarre, why ? Therets one wa 
| faith, and one Baptiſme, | nal 
have wee mot all one fa-| | of 
| ther ? one inheritance,oae tiſr 
baptiſme, one Religion, | of 
| and ſhall wee breake one chi 
| with another for trifles, | Yes 
| they forget their Bap- | be 
| tiſme thzt arc fo in quar- 1s 
rells. Thus if wee would mi 
thinke of it, it is ſuch a to 
booke as would be rea- Wa 
| die at hand for all ſer- of 
| VICES, Car 
| And then for our chil- for 
dren. thoſethat God hath Ch 

39 | committed | 


_ ——— —— 


of Sa: vation. 


committed to us, let us 
| make. uſe of baptiſme,do 
they die in their infancie? 
make this uſe of it, I have 
aſſured hope that. my 
child is gone to God, he 
was borne” in the Cove- 
nant, and had the ſeale 
| of the Covenant, bap- 
tiſme, why ſhould I doubt 
of the ſalvation of my 
child ? If they live to 
| yeares of diſcretion, then 
be of good comfort, he! 
| is Gods Child morethen 
mine, I have dedicate him 


was baptized in thename 
of Chriſt, Chriſt will 
care for him as: well, as 
for me. If I leave my 
| Children. behind me they 


to God,and to C hriſt,he| 


are! 


«ad 


LOSCE 


hom. 


Hononr of good 


: 


, 


children, they have recei- 
ved, the ſeale of the Co- 
venant ; baptiſme, Chriſt 
will provide for them: 
and he that provides hea- 
ven for them,will provide 


heaven neceffarie. God 
hath ſaid, 
God of thee, and of thy 
children, they are in Co- 


| . 
- {venant, thine they were| 


Lord. A man may com- 
on his death-bed; thou 


commit them to thee a- 


| 


eaine, as before I did by 
baptiſme, All this wee 
have by thinking of our 
baptiſme. If we looke 
no 


are Gods, and Chrifts| 


all things in the way to| 


1 will be the | 


mit his Children to God. 


oaveſt them me, and I| 


—— Cv 
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g0Vernonrs, 


no further( as prophane 
ſpirits doe not) then the 
water, and the elements, 
we can have no comfort 
by theſe things: but wee 
ſhould confider Gods} 
bleſſed inſtitution, and 
ordinance, to ſtrengthen 
our faith. And to. our 
children when they come 
to yeares, baptiſme-is- at 
obligation to beleeve; be- 
cauſe they have received | 
the ſeale before hand,and-| 
it i$2 Means to beleeve,. 
Shee was Baptized 


Honour of 200d 


lm * 
Honour of | \ 


gn0d go- 


vernours of 


families. 


[feet 


And her houſhold, 


IX O good is God 

# where the go 
EA vernour of the 

ee familic is good, 
he gives all the familie 
good - becauſe he makes 
conſcience in governing, 
andinſtruting them;God 
crownes their indeavours 


ſhall be all good. As we 
ſee Abreham, and his 


| houſhold ; the Gaoler,and 


his houſhold,Zachews,and 
his honſhold. Oh! it1s a 


2 blefſed thing to be a 


with ſacceſſe that they | 


good] | 


| 


| 
1 


more honorable title to 


GoHernours. 


good governour in a fa- 
milie; he brings a bleſ- 
ſing upon his houſe: the 
Church of God is in his 
houſe. There cannotbe'a 


any houſe,thento ſayir is 
the Church of God :thar : 
the Govyernour of the fa» 
milie brings all. in ſub- 


jetion to God that ashe 


will have all ſerve him, 
{o he will have all ſerve 
God; that he willnot have 
a ſervant but he ſhall be 
the ſervant of God, nora 


child but he ſhall be the 
child of God; and he la- 
bours 'to make his. wife 
the Spouſe of Chrift. Thus 
it ſhould be ſaid of every 
Chriſtian familie, . and 


\ then 


————_ —_ ". 
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Good inſtruttions 


Goodin. 
frut:ions 
may be cf- 
feuall 
long after. 


then they ate Churches. 

Alas ! in many places 
now they are hells be- 
cauſe there is little regard 
had of 
them. Beloved, many 
poore ſ{oules have had oc- 
caftionto bleſle God for 
ever,that they haue bin 
grafred into ſuch good 
tamilies. And pur caſe 
ſometimes,, thou haſt 
inſtructed them, and ta- 
ken paines and there is 
no good done. When 
thou art dead ; & twenty 
yeares after, it may come 
to their minds, all thoſe 
inſtructions, when they 
are in worſe families. Oh! 
in ſucha place, with ſucha 
MaſterI had ſuchinſtruQi- 


inſtructing of | 


['Y 


Do 


ons.l 
takes 
now | 
ſo th 
long 


ifeR t 


incon 
Gove 
be go 
tized. 


ons, | | 


effettuall long afier. 


ons,butT had nograce to 
takegooad by them: bur 
now | call them to mind: 
[ | [ſo the ſeed that was ſowen 
| [long before may take cf- 
ifet then. This ſhould 
inconrage thoſe that are 
Governours of families to 
be good. Lydia was bap- 
tized,and her houſhold. 
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Good inſtructions 


AENGHIG 


And ſhe beſought them 
ſaying, if you have judged 
me faithfull to the Lord 
come t6 my houſe andabide 
there, 


Y [ES ſ Lydia's conver- 
& fton, when ſhee 
* was converted, 
and ls ſhee intrea- 
ted the Apoſtles to come| 
to her houſe, and abide 
there, and ſhee prevailed, 
eeconſtrained them by 
a morrall kind of violence 
they ſuftered themſelves 
to be overcome. 


TE as. Eres the fruit of 


If 


| 


effecFuall long aflier. 
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CE KKK KRIS 


1f yor have Judged mee 
faithfull ec. Come to my 
bouſe and abide there. 


[ Ere is her invitation; 
WS and the argument 
that ſhe forceth it by. 1f 
10u have judged me faithfull 
to Chriſt, then come to my 
bouſe. 

To ſpeake 2 little of her 
argument, whereby ſhee 
forced the bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle, and the reſt to her 
houſe, 


if 


a 
s 
- 
"Y 
L? 
{+ 


ities Dn Gt Fats me tA 
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Chriftians eaſe 


« 


CES 


If yee have judged me 
faithfull. 


W2r-T is2 moſt bin- 
W BE ding argument, 
9 EXE IF you Judge 

1: judge 


muſt judge me nokta 
of God, an hcire of hea- 
ven, the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
you muſt judge mee al! 
theſe, and the like. 7f you 
have judged mee faithfull 
come tomy houſe. Andif 
you judge meſo, can you 
denic me this courrefie. It 
is a conjuring, wondrous 
forcible argument. 2f you 
| have. 


— 


—_— 


———— 


have 
fall. 
It 1 
and h 
more 
there 
mate 
yerſet 
famil, 
that : 
differ; 
like 
heart 
differ 
Chril 
hypo: 
you h: 
full c: 
if ſhe 
your | 
EXCeP 


faithf 


ron tn 


to bee intreated. 


have judged mee faith- 
fall. f 
It implies that S. Paul, 


more ſtrangeelſe. And fo 
there ſhould not be inti- 
mate familiaritie ( con- 
yerſe there may be, butnot 
familaritie) with thoſe 
that are not faithfull. In- 
different carriage to all a- 
like thewes a rotten 
heart: thoſe that make no 
difference berweene good 
Chriſtians and formal! 
hypocrites, No; bur it 
you have judged me faith- 


if ſhe had ſaid, I know 
your ſpirits are ſuch, that 
except you judge me 
faithfull, you will nor 


t:ke 


CC ————. 


and holy men would be| 


full come ts my houſe, As 
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Chriſtians eaſje 


Chriſtians 
ealtetobe 
intrearted, 


take this courteſte at my 
hands. 

Againe ſhe ſuppoſed if 
Paul judged her faithful] 
he would not denie her 
that courteſie. Thoſe that 
upon good grounds wee 
judge faithfull, we ſhould 
be gentle to them, and 
caſie to be intreated. The 
wiſedome that & from 4- 
bove is ſo. Grace Sweets 
nes the Carriage, and 
alrers a mans diſpoſicion, 
Thoſe that haye felt pir- 
tie from: God, are merci- 
full ro others. Therefere 
if you have judaed mee 
faithful, 6. 

It was an argument of a 
ereat-deale of finceritie,to 


appeale to their know- 
; ledge 


s WW 


| 0d 


| done ſo : but fanceritie 


| to Godspeople,if yee have 
.judged me faithful. 


4 


|| to be intreated. 


ledge and judgement, 1F 
you have judged me faith- 
fall, | 

If ſhe had not beenc 
fincere ſhe would not have 


makes a man bold ro ap- 
peale ro God himſelfe. 
Lord thou knoweſt that 1 
tove thee ſaith S.,Peter,and 
If there be any iniquitiein 
my heart ſaith David, they 
dare appeale to God and 


In this ſpeech likewife 
ſhce defires' to have con 
firmation of | her eſtate 
from the Apoſtles. And 
indeed it is a great con- 
firmation of weake Chri- 
ſtians to have the judge. 


ment 


Approbati- 
on of ſtrong 
Chriſtians 
confirme $s 


the weake. 


— 


4 

UV 
| bbs 
0 
K=x 
|.D 
FN 


x! 
Cl 


LOSCE 


—_— 


ye 


Boldneſſe of ſanceritie, 


ment of ſtrong Chriſti- 
ans that they are good, 
If yow have judged mee 
faithfell,doe methis cour« 
reſie. And would it not 
comfort her ſoule to have 


thc judgement of {o ſtrong 


amanas Pau! ? | 

It is a great ſtrengthe- 
ning not onely to have 
the ſpirir of God wit. 
neſſe. for us, but the ſpirit 
of God in others. And 


[ſometimes in temptati- 


ons, the judgment of o 
thers will doe us more 
good then our owne, in 
a darke ſtate: There- 
fore wee ſhould appeale 
rothoſe that feare God to 
Judge us faithfull; though 
we bein a miſt, and in 


darkeneſſe| 


| 


' 
- 
) 
] 
1 
c 


| Howto Judge, 


 darkenefſe - ſometimes : 


1 


+ char we are not able-to 


dition. 

judge the -pcople to be 
truly good, and truchear= 
ted to God, we owerheny 
this dutic? to thinke 
them good people, and 


wtong' good perſons, 
when wee take wrong 
conceits of them. Shall 
| wee not affe& and loue 
them that God loues * Iris 
as if thee had ſayd, God 
{ hath taken me into his fa- 
mily, and will admit mee} 
to heauen, and will not 
you come to my houſe 2] 
hwy Chriſt ſhall rake 
$1 F _ men 


judge of our owne -con- 


And indeed. whetr we | 


to ſhew-it,it is a debt :we{ 


} 


ell of 


. 


+] 
j 
d. 


0 judge | 
Chriſtians-! 
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How to judge of 


: | by. -way of cenſure, , in 


men to be members of 
his body;ſhall not wetake 
them into .our.::company. 
It is a wrong to-good 
people” to be ſtrange to 
them:ſometimes there may 


ſome ſin, bea little ſtrange- 
neſſe: but ordinary ſtang- 
neſſe becomes not Chri- 
ſtians, it becomes not that 
ſweet bond the. Commu- 
iow of Saints. If you hane 
Judged. me faithfull, That 
isthe bond, _ Her invitati- 
on 15S, re 


_ 


an 
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weake Chriſtzaps, 


—— 
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Come to my bouſe, and 
awd abide there. 


&2 OU ſce many 
AN ſweetgraces pre- 
© ſently after ſhee 
beleived, here is 
{a loving heart £ Why did 
ſhee defire thera to come 
to her houſe £ To ex- 
preſſethelone ſhe did beare 
to them for their works 
ſake,ſhee felt the lone of 
Chriſt by their miniftery 
and now ſhe defired to ex- 
prefierhe fruit of herloue 
in maintainingthem. 

And not onely ſo but 


| 


Lydias in- 
vitation, 


To thew 
her loue. 


F 2 ſhee 
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How to j udge 


acetal 
To be fur- thee defired to be edified 
-—__ * [by them: ſhee was yong- 
: ly planted, and ſheedeſi- 


{redto bee watered from 


{diſcourlſe, and be built vp, 


them. Shee knew Pau! 
would drop heauenly 
things, and giue her that 
that might ſtablifh her, 
therefore ſhe defired that 
they would ſtay at her| 

houſe, that ſhe might hane | | 
benefit by their heauenly 


and edified further, and 
further. | 

So you ſce theſe two 
graces eſpecially upon be- 
leuing, a bountifull 10- 
uing heart, ſhze intreated 
them not onely to come 
to her houſe, but to abide 
there a good while, as 


they 


|. of weake Chriſtians 


IOT 


they did. And here was 
| her deſire to bee edifaed, 
And a boldnefſe to ap- 
| peare toowne Chriſt,and 


times:for inthoſe times it 
was a dangerous thing to 
appeare to be a Chriſtian; 
they were worſe hated 
then the Iewes were, 
though both were hated: 
yet Chriſtians- were, a- 


Chriftians would be cir. 
cumciſed, they would be 
Tewes.to auoid the Croſſe 


accounted Chriſtians. 

You ſee in Generall, 
true faith that works loue 
and workes by loue : Ir 
workes love in the heart, 
F 3: and 


his miniſtersin dangerous | 


that they might not bee| 


= 


boue all: Therefore falſe | 


| 


y 
- 


'> 


Faith:fruit - 
full. 


LOSCE 


duties of hoſpitallity, and 
bounty by loue. When it 
hath wrought that holy 
affection, it works by that 
holy afﬀfegion ? You ſee 
here it is neuer without 
fruit, preſently faith 
brings forth fruit, as 
ſoone as ſhee was bapti- 
zed. ſhee ſhewes her loue, 
to the Apoſtles, and their 
company, and her bounty 
and her boldneſſe in the 
cauſe of Chriſt. 

We ſay of agrafr, itis 
grafted to purpoſe, if it 
take, and bring forth 
fruite, ſo ſhee being a new 
fience graft into Chritt, 
thee tooke preſently as 
ſoone as ſhe was bapti- 


| 


zed 


| 


x02 True faith fruitful, 7. 
and by loue it works all| 


Trae faith freitfull. 


103 


zed into Chriſt, here is 
the fruite of. loue and 
bounty, and boldneſle in 
the cauſe of Chriſt. Z4- 
chens as {oone as euer he 
beleeved, halfe my' goods 7 
Line to the poore. So wee 
ſee the Gaoler afterwards 
preſently npon beleeving, 
he entertained the Apo- | 
ſtles witha feaſt and wath- 
ed their wounds. 

Take heed of a barren 
dead faith, it is a falſe faith 
if thou þbelecue indeed 
faith will workelouec,and 
worke by loue, as it did 
in this bleſſed woman, 
her faith knit her to Chrift 
inheauen, her loue was as 
the branches of the tree, 
her faith knit her to the 


Fg4 roote 


[ 


LOSCE 


104 


S I— 


TrHals of farthby love, 


_— 
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ſpirit of loue we haue, c- 


three things, loueto Chriſt 
to whom wee ate ingraf. 
ted, and loue to.themini. 
ters of Chriſt. We can- 
not ſhew kindneſſe to- 
Chriſt, he is in heauech * 


roote:: but Tloue as the 
branches reached to: 0- 
thers; her branches rea- 
ched fruit to the Apoſtle 
and his company. So' it 
is the nature of faith that 
knits us to Chriſt, the| 
ſame ſpirit of Joue knits 
us to others, and reacheth 
forth fruit to all wee con- 
verſe with. 

As wee defire to -bane| 
evidence of the foundnes 
of our. faith, let us fee what 


ſpecially loue to theſe 


bur| 


| Trialsof faith by love. 


but his miniſters, and his | 
poore are upon the carth 
when wee can buy oint- 
ment to poure on Chrilſts 
feete his poore members, 


and his Miniſters, and| 


loue to the word of Ged, 
they are the three iſſues 


of a. gracious beleeningy Wer. 


heart,and where they are 


not, there is no faith as} 


all. | 


I beſeech you let us} 


imitate this bleſſed wo-- 


man. You ſee here wow 


name of Zyda, is precious 
inthe Church : the —_ 


| of Zydra, ( as it is- ſayd|} 
of Teſiah ) it is asaboxe} 


of oyntment powred out: 
the name of Zydze can- | 
hot bee named in the| 
F5 Church 
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Trials of faith by lone, 


| Church, but there: is a 
ſweete ſauour with it. As 


1 faith and of bounticand 
liberalitie inthe cauſe of | 


'vaine to us :.but euery 


| like Zydia : you ſee what 


| 


ſoone as ſhee belceued ; 
the Holy Ghoft, theſpi- 
rit of GoD blowing 
upon the garden of her, 
heart, where the ſpice of 
Grace was ſowed, ftir- 
red vp a ſweete ſent of 


Chrift, 
Lee not this bee in 


one of us labour to bee 


loadeſtone drew Pav : 
heere- to goe unto. her 
houſe. :: ſhee had Faith, 
and ſhee expreſſed it in 
loue. 


Let us labourto- haue | 
faith | 


M—— 


' Tridlsof faith by lone, 
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faith, and to cexpreſle it} - 
| in loue to. Gov :vato| 


Cuxrrsr, to his peo- 
ple, and. word, and or- 
dinances that haue his 
ſtampe on them, and let 
us boldly ownethe cauſe 
of Cunnrsr: letus not 
regard the cenſures of 
vaine men that ſay thus 
and thus. Faith and loue 
forget danger,it is bold. 
Shee forgot all the dan- 
ger that ſhee- was in by 
countenancing Pau! and: 
{uch men. 

Let uslabour for faith 
[and loue and wee ſhall 
not ſay this and that. 

There is a 1'2» in the 
way, but wee {hall goc 
on boldly vatill wee doe 
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| receive the end of our 
| faith. and' loue, the 
ſalvation of aur 
ſoules. 
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icke. 2. 
| To have recourſe to God in 
fickneſle, 2-73» 
Sight, | 
Foure things requiſite to 
fight, ISS 
Sinne. 


| Stunt,the cauſe of ickneſle, 
| | 2:32 
Sicknelſe how from God, | 


5 »happy ſucceſſion of finne, 


The Table. | 


pn ET 


8. 
Sickneſſe, 


2.38 


| 2-43 
Naturall cauſe of ſicknefle, 


Aggravation of finne. 2.23 


Extremitie of ſickneſſe g 


2-31 


G Begin 
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The Table. 


Beginnings of ſinne to bee 
avoided, - hid. 
Particular finnes tobe ſear- 

chedout. » 2434 
What ſinnes hinder prayer, 
2:32 

Sinceritie. 


I.95 


| Soule. 
God by his Word heales the 


T2" 


Table. 
Whencethe breach of the ſe- 
rond Table comes... 2.27 
W, 
Waltting. 
| Waiting 4fter prayer ne- 
| Seſſarie. 2.79 4 
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Weake 


The boldneſſe of ſineeritie,, 


ſoule, 1.137 


| 


| The Table, 


Weake. 
How to judge of weake 
Chriſtians. 1.77 
Wiſdome. 
Spirituall Wildome #0 bee 
bexged, © 2.23 
WittiCc. | 
Wicked mez wittie in their 
Generation, 2.18 
Women, See AﬀeRions, 
Word, See Power, 


Worldling. 
The courſe of Worldlings, 
235 


Wound, 


Fooles wound themſelves, 
2+20 


FINIS. 
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A Reſcue from 


DEATH, With a 
Retarne of. Praiſe, 


pe EE 


Ps A1,107. 17. &c. 


F ooles becanſe of their 
tranſgreſſions, and vecauſe 
of their iniquities are af- 


{tded, oc. 


Sz His Pſalm con- 
&9}] taineth ſome 
pailages con- 
KS CCrning God's 


particular ſweete Provi- 
dence,- not onely to the 
B Church 


*89qq [6 


Y 


Wicked men fooles, 


| 


— 


Church, but to other men: 
for Hee—> that created all 


things even the meaneſt 


creature, muſt haue a pro- 
vidence_ over all things, 
his providence muſtextend 
itſelfe as large as his crea- 
tion:for what is providence 
but a continuance of crea. 
tion, preſervation of theſe 
things in being that God 
hath given to havea being. 
The Prophet here of pur- 
polſcoppoſeth theprofane 
conceits of them, that 
thinke God (its in heaven, 
and lets things goe on 
earth asifhe cared not for 
them, it was the fault of 
the beſt Philoſophers to aſ- 


|cribe too much ro ſecond 


cauſes. The Pſalmiſt here 


ſhewes 
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| cry and the Lord heareth 


Wicked men fooles, 
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ſhewes that God hath a| 
moſtparticular providewce 
in every thing. Firſt hee 
ſers it downe in generall, 
and then hee brancherh it 
outinto particulars, eſpe- 
cially foure, wherein hee 
ſpecifieth Gods provi- 
aence_. 


Thefirſt inſtance is of 


wildernes hungrie and thir- 
ſtie, verſ. 4. They cry and 
God regards them. 
The-ſecond is in verſe 
10. They that ſit in darke- 
neſſe and in the ſhadow of 
death, bennd in iron, They 


them, 
The third is in the words 


thoſethat waxder itn ithe_ | 


tranſ- 


B 2 


ofthe text, Fooles for their | 


tern > 
ee ti 


« 
4 Jro__ 
of Gods 
providence, 


ver( 4, 


ver(, 19, 


verſ., 17, 
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Wicked men fooles, 


Verſe 33 


| Fhter ſoxle abhorreth all 


tranſereſſions are afflicted, 


manuer of meate, heinſtan- 
ceth in ſickneſſe che moſt 
ordinary affliction, and 

ewes that God hath a 
moſt particular providence 
even in that, 

The fourth i5 in verſ. 23 
Thoſe that got downe into 
the Sea, they ſee experi- 
ments of God's particular 
providence. 

Since the fall, the life of 
man is {ubje& to a won- 
drous many inconvenien- 


ces, which wee have| 


broughc onus by our fins, 
now in this varietie 1t 1s a 
comfortable thing to k»ow 
Gods care of usin our wan- 


| 


drings, and impriſon- 


ments, 


—C 


ao 
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Wicked men footes, 


— 


5 


ments,in'our ficknefſe &c, 
But to omit the other 3. 
and to come to that.,that is 
proper to the place, that 
is,theinſtance of God's pro- 
vidence in icknele. 


wei thing | 


Fooles becanſe of their 
tranſgreſſions, and becanſe 
of their iniquitics are af- 


fiided, rc. 


Intheſe words you haves 


Firſt the cauſe ofthis vift- 
tation, and of all the 
ereivance he ſpeaks of, 

> ; ranſgreſſion, and ini- 
quitie_, 


B 2 And 


_— 


Diviſion of 
the rexr, 


, 
” 
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" Wicked men footes bj 


| 


And then the kind of this 
viſication, fickneſſe. 

And the extremitiein two 
branches; Their ſoule_ 

_ abhorreth all manner of 
meateL, and ſecondly, 
They draw neere to the 
gates of death, 

Andthen the catriage of 


the affeRted and fſicke | 


parties, They cry wnts the 
Lordintheir diſtreſſe. 

And the remedic of the y. 
niverſalland great Phy- 
fitian, He ſaves them out 
oftheir diftreſſe. 

And the manner of this re- 
medie, Hee ſent his word 
and healed them, his 0- 
perative, and comman- 
ding word, ſo as it 
workes with his com- 


mand. Laſtly, 


pay |} 


Wicked men fooles. 


Laitly, the fee that this 
high Commander askes 
for,all the rribute or re- 
ward that he expe@s, is 
Praiſe, and Thankeſ#i- 
ving. Oh that men would 
therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodueſſe, and bis 
wondrous workes for the 


children of men, &c. 


So you ſee this Scrip- 
ture conteines ſcyeral pal. 
ſages betweene God, and 
man, in wrſery, and in de. 
liverance_.lIn miſery, God 
afflits man for his ſinne, 
the paſſage ofman to God 
is, hee crycs to God, Gods 
paſſage backe againe, is 
his deliverance : and then 
his returne backe againe 


[ 


Wicked men fooles. 


muſt bee 7 hankeſeiving. 
So hereis a double viſita- 
tion, in juftice, God cor- 


_——_c 


viſitation in mercie upon 
their crying and praying, 
God reſtores them 3x and 
then mins dutie, Thankeſ- 
giving : Batto proceed in 
order, 


Wh - 0h FC. 
TW. Ex x you have firſt 


perſons ſet downe. 
Wee muſt underſtand 


reing finne, and then a! 


DEP] 


Fooles —_ of their 


the qualitie of the 


by fooles, wicked fooles, | 
| not | 


_ 
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Wicked w__ fooles, 


9g 


not ſuch foeles asareto be 
begged as we ſay, thatare 
defectivein their naturals, 
bur the wiſe fooles of the 
world, they are the cheife 
of feoles, how cyer inthe 
© ourts of menthey benot 
found foo/es, yer they are 
fooles in God's efteeme, 
who is Wiſcdome it ſelfe, 
thoſe that thinke them- 
ſelves wiſe, that are con- 


ceitedly wiſe, they are| 


theſe fooles here. 


Inthe phraſe of Scrip- | 


ture, and the Janguage of 
the FolyGheft every linner 
isa foole_. It were a dil- 
gracefull rerme if any 
man ſhould giveir, but ler 
no man ſtumble at ir, it 
comes from the wiſe God, 
B 5 that 


Who menr 
by fooles. 
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Wick: d men foeles. 


fooles. 


Why wis- 
ked men 
arc termed 


Y. 
For lack of O's 
diſcening.| CErMINg 1N allthe carriage, 


\ 


|that knowes what wilſc- 
dome is,and what is folly. 
It a fosle ſhall call a man 
foole, hee doth not regard 
it, butifa wiſeman, eſpe. 
clally the Godof wiſcdome 


reaſsn to regard ir, who 
can judge better of wiſe- 
dome then Coed, who is 
onely wiſe ? 


Why are wicked men 
fooles, and Gods childrey, 
ſo farre asthey yeeld to their 
duſts ? 


In divers reſpeRs. 


Firſt, For I:cke of diſ- 


and paſſages of thcir lives. 


G_ 


call a man foole, hee hath þ 


You 
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Wicked men fooles, 
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You know a foole is ſuch a 
oneas cannor diſcerne the 
diftercnce of things, that 
is defective in his judge. 
ment ; diſcerning, and 
judgement, that eſpecially 
tries a feele - when he can- 
not diſce:tne betweene 
pearies. and pebbles be- 
tweenTewels, and ordina- 
ry baſe things, ſo wic. 
ked men are defectiue in 
theirjudgments they can- 
not diſcerne aright be- 
rweene ſpirituall and hea. 


things, all your worldly 
 fooles he hunts afterand 
placcth his happineſle in 
things meaner then him- 


for ſubſtances. 


A 


venly things, and other| 


ſelfe, hee takes ſhadowes | 
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Wicked mes fooles. 


For paſſion 


A foole is led with his 
as th2 b:aſt, ſothere is no 


thefcareof God,( which ts 
true wiſedome,)burhee is 
led with his humour, and 
paſhon, and affeQion to 


a man can never bee wil-, 
and paſhonate unleſie in 
, one Caſe, when the good 
is ſo exceeding that no 
paſſion can be anſwerable 
jaS1n zeale, in divine mat- 
ters, that will excuſe all 
exorbitant carriage other- 
wiſe. When David dan. 
ced before the Arke, a man 
would rhinke it had beene 
a fooliſh matter except it 
kad beeninadivine bufi- 

neſt: 


ſome carchly ching. Nov | 


1 
i 


| 
j 


humour, 3nd his luſt even | 


| 


wicked man that fhikes of | 


_— 


—— — — —_ 


+ Me on e417 ER EPA RITON PT In no 7 


© —_— an. AS. - 4 __ 


TF TY w# v 


————— ——— —— __ —_ 


Wicked men feoles, 
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nefſe, when the matter | 
wondrous great that it de- 
ſerues any pitch falſe. 
on then a man may be ea- 
cer, and wilc:Hut for the 
things of this life, for a1 
man to di{quict himſclfe| 
and others,to hunt after a 
vaine ſhadow, ( :srhe Pſal-| 
miſt ſaith ) after riches 
and honour; ard to neg- 
| ct the mayne eng of a 
mans lite, it is extreame 
folly a man thar 1s pafſi- 
onate in this reſpec can- 
not be wiſc, all fooles are 
paſhonate, and wicked 
men have their affeions 
ſer deeply on ſomewhat 
elſe beſides God. Be- 
cauſe paſſion preſents|P 
things in afalſeglaſle, as 


when 


—— 


Paſhon pre 
ſentsthings 
falſely. 
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Wicked men fooles. 


when a man ſees the ſunne 
throuzh acloud he ſeems 
bigger, when men looke 
not on things inthe judg. 
ment of the ſcripture, and 
the ſpirit of Goa, _ and 
right reaſon, but rhrough 
affeRion, things appearc 
tothem otherwiſe then 
they are and themwſelues 
afterwards ſee themſelues 
fe. les : Take a worldling 
on his death bed, or in 
hell, hee ſees himſelfe a 
foote then, when his drun- 
kennefſe is paſt, when hee 
is cometo himſelfe,and is 
ſober, he ſees that he hath 
ca"chedall his lifetime af- 
ter ſhadowes, wicked men 
thatare carried with their 
luſts to earthly things, 

they 
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Wicked men footes, 


tore the rich man in the 
Goſpell, is called a foole, 
andin Jer.17. hee ſpeaks 
of a man that /abors all his 
life time, andin the end is 
4 foole , Is not he a foole 
that willcarric a burthen, 
and load himſelfe in his 
journey more- then hee 
needs, and is not hee aſpi- 
'rituall foole, that loads 
 bimſelfe with thick clay 
( as the Prophet calls it ) 
and makes his pilgrimage 
more cumberſome then 
hee needs ? Is not hee a 
foote that layesthe heavi- 
eſt weigh: on the wea- 
keſt - that puts off the 


| heavieſt burthen of repen- 


tance, tothe time of ſick- 


they cannot be wiſe,ther. 


nefle, | 
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Wicked men fooles, 
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* 
Ieſting 
with {tnne. 


neſſe, and trouble, and 
death, when all his trou- 
bles mecre in a center as 
it were, and hee hath e- 
nough to doe to conflict 
with his ficknes. 

Againe, hee is a foole 
that will: play with cdge- 
tooles, thar makes a ſport 
of finne, hee is a foolethat 
provokes his betters, that 
ſhootes up arrowes, and 
caſts upto nes, that ſhall 
fall on his owne head, hee 
that darts. out oathes,and 
blaſphemies againſt God, 
that ſhall returne backe 


ny ſuch fooles there are, 
God mill. not hold them 
enilileſſe. | 
| He is afoolethat knowes 


—_ 


upon his owne pate, ma- | 


not, 


_ 
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in the world, hee comes | 
hereintothe world, and 


| lines, and isturned out of 


the world againe, and nc- 
ver conſiders the worke 
that he hath todoc here, 
but is carried like a fos/e, 
with affetions, and paſ- 
fionsto earthly things, as 
if hee had been borne on- 
Iy for them. A wiſeman 
hath an end prefixed in 
all that hee doth, and hee 


there is no man, but a 
found ſanRified Chriſtian 
that hath aright end,and 
that works to thatend,o- 
ther men pretend. they 


haue 


not, or forgcts his end, | 
every wicked man forgets 
che end wherfore he liues 


worksto that end. Now | 


d - 
Forger ful. 
nefke of his 
end. 
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Wicked men fooles. 
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Wicked 
men wittie 
intheir ge- 
neration. 


| hane an end, and they 
would ſerue God, &Cc. 
They pretend heaven, 
| but they worke to the 
carth-ward, like moles, 
thcy digge in the earth, 
they work not tothe end 


themſelues : All men how 
wittic ſocuer they are 0- 
therwiſe in worldly re- 
ſpecs, they are but fov/es, 


can ſee,bur it is by night 
ſo wicked men are wittie 
bur it is in the workes of 
darkeneſſe they are wiſe 
their eowne generation, a- 
mong men like themſclues 
but this is not the life 
wherein fo'lie, and wiſe- 
dome can bediſcerned ſo 


—_—— 


well, 


they pretend to fixe to | 


As welſay of owles, they | 
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| that have only a particu- 


Wicked men fooles. 


w-1I, it willappeare atthe 
houre of dcath, and the 
day of judgement, then 
thoſe will be found wiſe, 
that are wiſe for eterni- 
ty, that have provided 
how it ſhall goe with 
them, when all carthly 
things ſhall fayle them, 
and thoſe will bee fooles 


lar wit for the particular 
paſſages of this life, to 
contrive particular ends, 
and negle&t the mayne 
theyare penny wiſe, and 
pound fooliſh. Achitophe!i 
2 . wittie wiſeman, his 
counſell was an oracle,yet 
he was not wiſe to pre- 
vent his owne deſtructi- 


On. 
He 
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He wounds ! 


himlcltc. 


Heis a madman, a fools 
; that hurts and wounds 
; himſclfe, none clſe will 
doe fo, wicked carnall 
men, they wound, and 
burt, and ſtab their owne 
conſciences,oh ifany man 
ſhould doe them but the 
thouſandth part of the 
harme that they doethem 
ſelves every day, they 
would not inqure it, 
they gall, and load their 
conſcicnces with many 
fins, 2nd they doe it to 
themſelves; rherefore it is 
a deſerved title that is 
given them. God meetes. 
with the pride of men in 
this terme of folly : for 
a wicked man above all 
things is carefull toavoid 


this 
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Wicked men fosles. 


this imputation of foole, 
account him what you 
will, ſo you account hitn, 
a ſhrewd man withall, thac 
can over.reacha others, 
that heis craftie and wile, 
he glories in the reputati- 
on of wiſedome, though 
God account him a foole, 
and hee ſhill bee found ſo 
afterward; and coabatethe 
pride of men, Hee brings 
a diſgracetull terme over 
their wit and learning,and 
calls them fooles., 

This ſhould abaſe any 
man that isnot aright and 
{ound Chriſtian, that the 


God of wiſedome, and. the 


Scripture that is GODS 
word efteemes of all wic- 
ked men, bee they what 
they 


2T 


| 


V/e x, 
Tohunble 
wicked 
men, 
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Wicked meg fooles. 
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2 
 Aggrayati+ 
onot finne. 


they will, to be fooles, and 
thar in their owne judge- 
mentsif they bee not A- 
cheiſts, if they will grant | 
the principles they pre» 
rend to beleeve. 

Let this therefore bee 
an aggravation in your 
thoughts when you are 
rempred to commit any 
{iinode, Oh ! beftdes thatir 
is a tranſgreſſion and re- 
bellion againſt God's com- 
mandement, it 15 folze in 
Iſrael, and this will bce 
bitterneſſe in the end, 

Is hee not a foole, that 
will doethatin an inſtant, 
thar hee may repent many 
yeeres after ? Is hee nor a 
fooliſh man ( in matter of 


dyer) that will take that, 


that 


—_ coun 
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Wicked men fooles. 


thathe ſhall complaine of 
along time after £ None 
will bee ſo fooliſh in out- 
ward things. So when we 
are tempred to- finne , 

thinke, is it not fel/e to 
doe this, when the rime 
will comethart I ſhall wiſh 


it undone againe, with the 


lofſeofa world if I had it 


to giue ? 

And begge of God the 
wiſedome of the holy 
Ghoſt, to judge arighr of 


| things, the eye ſalve of the 


Spirit of God, to diſcerne of 

things that differ : rojudge 
richesto be beſt, 

and (piritu; \[lnobiliticand 


ro judge, of finfull conr- 
{es to. be baſe, how ever 
other- 


"IM. ſpi- | 
ritual wiſe 
dome. 
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Wicked mew fooles, 


4. 
Not t 
paſſe for 
the cen- 


ſures ofthe 


wickcd 


otherwiſe gainfull let us 
labour for grace, T be feare 
ofthe Lord is thebeginning 
of” wiſedome, thoſe that | 
doe not feare the Lord 
they haue no wiſedome. 
And paſſe not for the 
vaine cenſures of wicked 
men, thou art hindred 
from the practife of reli- 
g10us duties and from a 
conſcionable courſe of 
life, why ? Perhaps thou 
ſhalt be accounted a toole 
by whom ? By thoſe that 
are fooles indeed, in the 
judgement ofhim who is 
wiſcdome inadted, Godhim- 
ſclte: who would care to 
be accounted a foole of a 
fooles We ſeetheſcripture 
judgeth wicked men here 


_— 


to be fooles, We 
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Wicked men fooles, 
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it only to wicked men, 
but cuen likewiſe Gods 
children whenthey yeeld 


paſſions they are foolr(h 
for the time, inPſa.z8.5. 
My wounds ftinke and are 
corrupt becauſs of my fos- 
liſhneſſe, and in Pla.73.So 
fooliſh was 1 and tenorant, 
(Foe 

Theretore when any 
baſe thought of God's pro- 
vidence comes in our 
mind, or any temptation 
to fin let usthinke it fo/ly 
and when we are over- 
taken withany fin, let us 
be-foole our ſclues, and 
judge it as God doth to 


= feoliſhneſſe, this is the 
C 


ground 


——————— 


Wee muſt not extend | | 
' FAly in 


to their corruptions, and} 


Gods chil. 
dren. 


P(3.38.5. 


Plal.73c 
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Trnnes againſt the ſccoud 


ground and foundation 
of repentance : So much 
for the quality ofthe per- 
ſan heredeſcribed, Fooles. 


Icome to the Cauſe. 


Meredfſeoftorooty 


Becanſe of their tranſ- 


| [greſcions and becauſe of 


their entquities, 


Tranſgreſsion,eſpecial- 
ly hath reference to re- 
bellion againſt God, and 
his ordinances in the firſt 
table, 1niquity, hath refe- 
renceto the breach of the 


{ſecond table againſt men, 


and both theſe haye their 
riſe from folly, tor want 


of 


Table, whence. 


of wiſedome caulſeth re- 
bellion againſt God, and 
iniquity againſt men, all 
breaches of Gods will come 


from ſpirituall folly. 


Why doth hee begin 
with !ranſgreſ5ovs againſt 
the firſt table, and then1- 
niquities the breach of 
the ſecond ? 


Becauſe all breaches of 
the ſecond tableiſſue from 
the breach of the firſt 
a man 1s never vniulſt to 
his neighbours, that doth 
not rebell againſt Ged's 
will in the firſt table, and 
the foundation of obedi- 
ence, & Jutie ro man, it 
riſeth from mans obedi- 

C3 ence 


Þ 


The 
the ſe- 


cond ta- 
ble comes 
from the 
breach of 
the firſt, 


breach of | 
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Sinnes againſt the ſecond | 


_ 
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FRF 


ence to God, © Therefore 


| the {econd table 3s like the 
firf chatis, oar loueto our 


neighbour is like ro our 
ioue of God, not oaly like 
it but it ſprings from tt : 
for all comes from the 
louce of God, thertfore the 
firſt command ofthe firſt 
table runs through all 
the Commandements , 
Thou ſhalt honour God; and 
honour man,. becauſe we 
honour Ged, A man ne- 
ver denies obedience to 
his ſuperiourto the magi- 
ſtrate, &c.but he denies it 
to God firſt, a man never 
| wrongs man, but he difo. 

eys God firſt, Therefore 
the 4poſtles lay the duties 


of the ſecond table in the 
| Scripmares| 


, 


Table, whence, 


w] 


| Scriptures vpon the firſt, 


| | Saint Paul alway begins 


y 
| 
; 
[2 
2 
# 
| 


his F piſtles, witit the du- 
ties to God, ard religion 
and when he hath diſchar- 


| ged that he comes to pa- 


rents, and maſters, and 
children,and ſervants,and 
ſuch particular duties,*bc« 
cauſe the ſpring of ourduty 
to man,is our duty to God, 
and the firft juſtice is the 

juſtice of religion to Goa, 
when we are not juſt ro 

oiuc Ged. his due : there- 
upon come all. breaches 
in our civill co nverſation, 
and commerce with men, 
for want of the fcare of 
Ged,men doe this, as 19- 
ſeph ſayd, hew ſhall 1 doe 
bis and offend God ? and 


C2? Abraham 


— 


| 


LOSCE 


_— — ——y —-, — <2. 


30 


Sinnes againſt the ſecond 


_ 


| Abrahamhe hada conceit 
they would abnſe his 
wite, Surely the feare of 
God is not here, therefore 
he thought they would 
not becafraid to doe any 
thing, he rhart feares not 
God if opportunitic ſcrue, 
he will not be afraid to 


|violate the ſecond table 


hee that feares God hee 
will reaſon, how (hall 
1 dee ths, to wrong 
anorher in his name, 
and reputation,or in his 
eſtate, & fin againſt God? 
for I cannot finne againſt 
man, but] muſt firſt fin 
againſt Ged, that is the 
reaſon he ſets it downe 
thus, franſgreſiions and 7. 
#1qerties. 

/ See 


— — 


— 
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[] 


Table, whence. 


on of finne, that where 


Sce an vnhappy ſucceſſt- 


there istranſgreſſhon there 
will be i#iquitie, when a 
man yeelds to Juſt once 
preſently he breaks upon 
Gods due, and then upon 
mans, once ſin drawes on 
another, as wee ſce Da- 
vid giving way to onefin, 
it brought another, ſothe 
giving way tO tran(greſsr- 
07, negleQting the word of 
God, and duties of religi. 
on preſently another fol- 
lowes negleR of qdurie to 
en. 


IG 


ginnings of finne, there 
are degrees in Sathans 
{choole from ill to worſe 
till we come to worſt of 
C4 all, 


Take heed of the be- 


4 
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Sinne the cauſe 


Dod@. 
Sinne the 
cauſe of 
ſickneſle. 


i all, and there isno ) ſtaving 
itis like the deſcent down 
a ſteepe Þhi)), let us ſtop in | 
the beginning by any 
meanes, 2s we would (a. | 
void 7niquitie, Jer us 34 
heed 04 = hin 


Are == 


BIEE meanos cipeci- | 3 
B ally that affliction of | ©. 
ſickneſle as appeares by 4 
the words following, | | 


S$1in is the cauſe of all | 
ſickneſſe. 7 


| Fooles for their tran. | 


Pra and iniquities are 
afflitted : | 


—— ——_ 


i 


of ſickneſſs, 


33 


afflited : tor Gods quarrell 
is eſpecially againft the 
ſoule, and to the body be- 
cauſe of the ſoule, I will 
not dwell on this point 
having ſpoken of it, at 
large on another text. 
The Utſe that IT will 
make of ir now ſhall bce, 
Firſt of all, 1/i»e be the 
cauſe of all ſiceneſ/e, Let us 
juſtifte God, and con- 
d:mne our ſejucs, com- 
plaine of our {clues, and 
not of God; MWherfore deth 
the liviig man cemplaine, 
and murmure, ard frer. 
Man ſuffereth for hs ſunne, 
Tuſtifie God and judge our 
ſelues.1 wil beare the wrath. 
the Lord becauſe 1 hare ſin» 
ned againſt him, judec our 


CG 4 {elues. 


1 Ccr,11. 


31. 


#782; : 


To juſtifie 


God; 


Kot. 
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Sinne the cauſe 


2 
tient» 


"A 

5 . 
Search ont 
our parti« 
cular fin, 


P_ TT 


ſelues and we ſhall not bee 
judged. 

Then again«is /iz the cauſe 
of ficxnes, itſhould teach us 
patience, 1 held my toyzne 
becauſe thin Lord did. 
deft it, Shall not a man be 
patient in that ke hath pro 
cured by his owne cvill 
and fin ? 

And ſearch our ſclucs, 
for uſually. it is for ſome 
particular fin, which con- 
ſcience will tcll a man of, 


| :nd ſometimes the kind of 


the puniſhment will tell a 
man, for fins of the body, 
God puniſhcth in the bo- 
dy he payes mcn home, 
in their owne coyne, what 
meaſure a man meaſureth 


| to others ſhall bee meaſured 
is 


. 
we yr 2 - 
+4 HIKE: 2 " 


of ſickneſſe. 


to him againe. If a man 
have beene crnell- to 0- 
thers, God will ſtirre vp 
thoſe that ſhall be ſo to 
him, thercfore we ſhould 
labour to part with our 
particular tranſgreſsions 
and intquitics, It is a ge- 
nerall ruth for all ills 
whatſocueras well as this 
of ſickneſle. Therefore 
we ſhould firſt of all goe 


ſinne. Ir is a prepoſterous 
courſe that the arhcſticall 
carclefſſe world takes, 
wherethe Phyſttianends, 


whenrhey know not what 
from ſinne then make vie 


of the divine firſt to cer- 
tifie 


to God by confcſhon of 


there the divine bcgins,' 


to doe, Ifdiſcaſes come| 


To lecke 


God in 


trou ble, 


rhe 


courſe of 
worldiings 
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TY 


Sinxe the 6anſe 


Pſal.z 2. 


m_ 


tife the conſcience, and 
to acquaint a man with 
his owne mercy. Firſt to 
ſearch them, and let them 
ſee the guilt of their fins 
and thento ſpzake com- 


God:& them,asin ?/.;2. 
(an excellent place David 
roared, his moyſture was 


ſurmmer, what courle doth 
heetake? he doth not run 
tro the Phy litian. preſently 
but goes to God, Then 
{ayd I it was an inward 
reſolution, and ſpeech of 
the mind, then I concln- 
ded with my ſelfe, 7 will 


turned into the droneht of} 


fort to them, and to ſer | 
accounts Rtraite betweens | 


confeſſe my ſinne 18 God, 


and thou forgaveſt my ini. 
quities 


C2 ſickneſſe. 37 


quities and ſinue, ſo body, 
and ſoule were healed at 
once. Divinityherein tran» , Pivinity 
| tranſcends 
oncly corrupt nature,and 
corrupt courſes but all 0- 
ther : For the Phiſttian 
hee looks tothe cauſe of 
the fckneſſe out of a man: 
or ina. man, out of 2 man 
and then eſpecially in! 
contagious ſickneſſe, hee | 
looks to the influence of: 
the heavens, in ſuch a' 
yeare, ſuch conjunctions, 
and ſuch eclipſes hausz 
beene, he lookes to the 
infetion of the Ayre to 
ſubordinate cauſes, to 
contagious company,and 
to diet, &c. Andthenin 
a man tothe diſtemper of | 
the] © 


oy, IS 


ſcends all other Arts,not ' 1... ts. 


LOSCE 


Sinne the cauſe 


Sickneſſe 
how from 
God, how 
from Gn, 


| 


the humours, and of the 
ſpirirs, when the 1nſtru- 
ment of nature is out of? 
tune itis the cauſe of fick- 
nefſe. Bur the divine,and 
every Chriſtian ( that 
ſhonld bea divine in this: 
reſpeR ) goes higher and 
ſecs all the diſcord. be- 
tweene God, and vs,there 
is hot that ſweet harmo- 
ny thcre, and ſo all the 
jarres in ſecond cauſes 
come from God as the 
cauſe infliting, from fin, 
as the cauſe demeriting : 
The Divine conſiders 
thoſe two alway : The 
Phifttian lookes tothe in- 
ward diſtemper and the 
outward contagion, and 
this is well, and may be 
done 


—— —— 


done without ſin, but men 
mult toyne this too, to 
lookeinto conſcience, and 
looke vp to Ged to: cther 
with looking for he!peto 
the Phyſirian, becauſe we 
haue cſpecially to deale 
with God. 

I would this were con- 
fidercd that wee might 
carry our ſclues more 
Chriſtian-like vnder a- 
ny ffiition whatſoever, 
what is the reaſon that 
people murmure, & ſtrug. 
gle, and ſtriuc as abullin a 
net as the Prophet ſpeakes, 
when God hampers them 
in ſome judgement? They 
looke tothe ſecond cau- 


ſes, and neuer looke to 
cleare the conſcience ,of 
ſinne | 


—_— 


The cauſe 
of murmu- 
ring in 
txouble. 
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Sin puts a 
rod In 


Gogs hand 


frons are afflicted. 


Sinne the cauſe 


linne, nor never looke to 
Goa, when indeed the 
ground of all. is God 
offended by finne, 

Fooles for their tranſgreſ- 


We by our f1ns put a 
rodinto Gods hand, A rod 
for the fooles backe as Salo 
mon ſaith, and when wee 
will be, fooles wee muſt 
needs indure the ſcourge 
and rod in one kind or 
other : thoſe that will ſin 
muſt looke for a rod, it is 
the beſt reward of wic- 
ked, and vaine fooles that 
make a jeft of ſinne,(asthe 
wiſeman ſaith) They caft 
firebrand's, and ſay am1 not 
iz jeſt ? That raile and 
ſcorne at good things, 

that 


—_— 


_ 


— 
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that ſweare, and carric 
themſciucs in a looſe, ri- 
diculous ſcandalous fa- 
ſhion, as if God did not 
eye their carriage, .and 
yet 431 not injeſt? Well, 
tt 1s no jcitirg matter, 
finne is like a ſecret poy- 
ſon, perhaps it doth not 
worke preſently, as thcre 
are ſome kind of ſabtile 
poyſons made in theſe 
dayes(wherein the Devill 
bath whetted mens wits) 
that will worke perhaps a 
yeare after, ſo finne if it 
be once committed per- 
haps it doth not kill pre. 
ſently, but there «© death 
in the Pot, thou art a 
child of death, as ſoone 
as cuer thou haſt commitr- 

red { 


SIN A poy- 
| ſon. 
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Sinne the cauſe 


Salviay 


ted finne, as Salviasn ſaith 
well, thou perifheſt before 
thou periſh, the ſentence 
is upon rhee, thou art a 
dead man, God to wait 
for thy repentance pros 
longs thy dayes, but as 
ſoone as thou haſt ſinned 
without repentance, thou 
art'a child of death, and as 
Poyſon that workes 
ſecretly a while, yer in 
time it appeares, ſo atlaſt 
the fruit of finne will bee 
death, Sinand deathcame 
in together :take heed of 
all ſinne, it is no dallying 
matter. 


Ll 


of fickneſſe. 


foal olooenty 


Their ſonle abhorres all 
manner of meate, 


T8 Hs 15one branch 
D& ofthe extremitie of 
the ſickneſle, the /ozthing 
of” meate, for God hath pur 
a correſpondencie, be- 
tweene food that is nece. 
fary for man, and mans 
reliſh : for man being in 
this world to be ſuppor- 
red, the naturall moyfture 
being to be ſupplied, and 
repayred by nour;ſhment 
as it is ſpent by the natu- 
ra!l heate which feeds up- 
on it, therefore Ged hath 
pur a {weetneſſe int 

meate 


Extremity 
of licknes. 


—_ —_— — 


Sinne the cauſe | 


Naturall 
cauſe of 


fcknefle: 


meate that man might de- 
light to docthat which 1s 
necefſiry: for who would 
care for mcate if it were 
not neceſſary © Therefore 
being necefſary Ged hath 
pur dclightfull raſts in 
meates to caraw mcn to 
he uſe of them, ..to pre- 
ſerve their being for the 
ſerving of him. Now 
when theſe things ſavour 
;net,. when the reliſh of a 
| manis diſtempered that 
he cannor judge aright of 
meats, when the palate 1s 
viciated, there muſt nceds 
follow ficknefle, for a 
man cannot doe that that 
ſhould maintaine his 
ſtrength, he cannot feed 
| on the creature, therefore 
the | 


ks. 


a. td 


mn _. . 


| of ſickueſſe. 
{ | the Palzwiſt ſetting downe 
theextremity of ſicknelle, 
he ſayth their ſoule abhor. 
reth all manner of meate, 
| This the great Phifician 
of heaven and earth, ſets 
downe as a ſymprome of 
a fick ſtate when one can- 
not reliſhand digeſt meat, 
expcrience ſeales this truth 
and proouesitto be truc. 

You ſecthen the happi- 
nes of Epieures how vnſta- 
ble and vaine itis, whoſe 
chiete goodis in the crea- 
ture, God by ficknelle can 
make them dif-reliſh all 
manner of meate, and 
where is the ſum bo. 
»ems then of all your vely- 
20ds,yourſenſuall perſons 


error one LEE IE Sie GREET”. ob ei 


Againe inchat helaith, | | 


Thetr 
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Stpne the cauſe 


To blede 
God for 
appetite, 


et 


| 


Their ſoule abborreth all | 


mauner of meate , it 
fhould teach us to bleſle 
Ged, not only for meate 
but for ſtomacks to cate, 
it is a bleſſing common, 
and therefore forgotten. Tt 
is a double bleſling when 
God provides dayly for 
our outward manand ther, 
gives a ſtomack to reliſh 
his goodaefle inthe crea» 
ture, ſometimes a poore 
man wants meate, and 
hach a ſtomacke : ſome- 
times a rich man wants a 
ſtomacke, when hee hath 
meate, they thay haue 
both haue cauſeto bleſfe 
Ged, becauſe it is a judy- 
ment when God takes a- 


way the appetitethar men 
| abhorre 


—__— 


+ 


h all| 
2 
Hleſle 
neatc 
 EALC, 
mon, 
ten.It 
when 
y for 
d ther, 
reliſh 
 CICa- 
oore 
4 and 
ſome- 
rants 4 
e hath 

haue 
bleſfe 
| judg» 
kes a- 
at men 


bhorre 
— — 


of ſickneſſe. 


abhorre and loath all man- 
ner of meate, 
Therefore if we would 


maintaine thankfulneſſe to | 


God, labour to thanke God 
for common bleflings, 
what if God ſhould take a- 
way a mans ſtomacke, we 
{ce his ſtate here he is 4t7he 
gates of death, therefore 
thanke God that he main- 


| raines us with comforts in 


our pilgrimage, and with 
all that hegives usfirengeh 
totakethe comfort of the 
creature. 


; 
Weefee here againe one 


rule how ro converſe wich 
them thatare ſicke, bleſſed 
is heethatunderftands the 
eſtare of the afflited and 
licke, not to take it ill to 


ſee 


> — 


How to 
converſe 
with the 
cke, 
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S7nne the canſe, &c. 


_ 


ſee them wayward, it 
comes not from the mind, 
bur from thediſtemper of 
the body : as wee beare 
with children, ſo we muſt 
beare with men in thoſe 
diſtempers, if taey have 
foode, and yet loath it, 
you ſee how 'tis with men 
in that caſe, Their ſoule_ 


us.to ſympathize with 
thoſethar are ſicke, if we 
ſee them in theſe diſtem- 
pers. 


The next branch of the 


extremitiets ; 


—— 


They 


abhorreth all manner of 
meate_, It ſhonld teach | 


| Gates of death, Wh. 


| They araw neere the » 
| 
| gates of death. 


Commander, a 
> great Tyrant, 

STR and hath gates 
to ſitin, aSTudges and Ma- 
giſtrateSuſed to {it 12 thbeL 
g4tcs,' There are things 
implyedinthis phraſe. 

Firſt, They draw neere_s 
[to the gates of death, thatis, 
they were neere #0 death, 
as he that drawes neere the 
gates of a Citie, is #eere_ 


Gates of 
dearh, 


the Citie, becauſe rhe 
| D gates 


— —————— 


— 
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Gates of arath, What, 


2 
{| Authority 
. of death, 


inthe world they ſhall de- 
{fire death moſt, according 


gates enter into the Ci- 
te, 

Secondly, 74tes are ap- 
plycd to death for authori- 
tie, they were almoſt in 
deaths juriſdiction ; death 
isa great Tyranc,hee rules 
over all the men in the 


Potentates, Over meane 
men, andthe greateſt men 
feare death moſt : hee is 
the King of feares as 1ob 
calls him, I; and the feare 
of Kings. Yet dcaththart is 
thus feared in this life by 
wicked men, at the day of 
judgement, of all things 


to that in the Apocalips, 
They ſhall defire death, and 
it 


world, over Kings, and}: 


a4 SF co | WY a ® 


_—y 


| Gates 6f death, What, 


it ſhall not come to thers, 
they ſhall ſubſiſt to eter- 
nall myſerie ; that, that 
men are moſt affraid of in 
this life, that they ſhall 
with moſt to come to 
them in the world to 
come, Oh that I might 


die ! Whata pittifull ſtare. 


are wicked men in there- 
foreitis called the Gate_ 
of death, it rules and over- 
rules all mankind: : there- 
foreit is ſayd to reigne_, 
Rom, 5. Death and finne_ 
came in together, finne was 
the gate that let in death, 
and eyer fince death raig- 
ned, and will, till Cari 
perfectly tryumphoverir, 
who is the King of that 
Lord and Commander; 

D 2 and 


| 


Rom.s5, 


Gates of death, What. 


Power of 
death. 


and hath the key of hell and | | 
death : To wicked men(TI 
ſay )heeis a Tyrant, and 
hath a g4te_-, and wen 
they gozthrough the gate 
of death, they goe to a 
worſe, toa lower place, to 
hell, it is the trappe-doore 
to Hell. 

T hirdly, by the g4re of 
(death is meant not onely 
the authority, but the 
power of death, as in the 
Goſpell, The g#tes of hel 
ſhall notprevaile againſt it 
that is, the pawer, and 
ſtrength ofhell, ſo here ic 
implies the ſtrengch of 
geath, which is very great 
for it ſubdues all,itis the 
executioncr Of Gods ju- 


ſice, 
If 


Gates of death, What, 


# 


If death have ſuch 
a Turiſdiation,and power, 
and ſtrength, let *us la- 
bour ro diſarme it before 
hand, it is in our power 
to make dcath ſtingleſle, 
and toothlcfle, and harm 
leſſe : nay wee may make 
it zdvantzgions, for thc 
gateof death may beceme 
the gate of happineſle : let 


us Jabour to have our| 


part,and portioninClrift, 
who hath the key of Zell 
and death, who hath 0- 
yercome and conquered 
this tyrant,04 death where 


Ccath, | 


4 thy ting? 6h grave where 
& thy widtery ? 1C On.15. 
Thanks beewite Ged who 
hath given vs vitory 


throvgh Jeſus Chriſt cur 
D 3 Lord, 


K! 


id: 
[1 , 
of i | 

J je. | 

T odifaime | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


2 Cor. 15, 


ade emits. at aaatilia. 0 $4. — ——_— 


Lord.that now wee nred 
not. feare death, that 
thouzh death have a gate, 
y-tic is4 gate, to let us in- 


to, heaven, as It1sa doore | 


to let rhe wicked into 
hell; So much for that. 


Inthe next place wee 
come to their carriage in 
their extremity, 


[totertatthatuth 


They Cryed to God 37 
their troable. 


T8 1 rs 15 the carriage 
982 of man inextreame 
ills; if hee haue any feare 
of God inhim, to pray 
and then prayers are cres 
they 


why men fall into {| 


Op Et 


| | great miſeries, 


| they are darted ont ofthe | 
| heart asit wereto heaven. 
It is ſayd, Chriſt made 
ſtrong cryes, in extremity 
prayers are crzes hence 
I obſerve breifly theſe 
things, 


þ 


That God (ufitrsmen to 
fall into extreame ills e- 
ven tothe gates, of death, 
that there is but a ſtep 
betweenethem and death. 


Why ? 


To weane them per- 
fetly from the world, 
To make them more 
thankfull when they re- 
cover : for what is the 
reaſon that men are ſo 


D 4 Afleight 


Doft. 
God (ut- 
fers men 
to fall to 
great miſe» 
IV. 


Reaſ,1. 


* 
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"Wh men fall into 


j leight in chankſgiving ? 

Uiually the reaſon is 
they did not conceive 
that they were in ſuch 
extreame danger as they 
were, 

Likewiſe he ſuffers men 
to fallinto extreame fick- 
nefle that he may have all 
the glory, for it was his 
deing, there was no ſe- 
cond cauſe trohelpe here, 
for their ſoule abhorred all 
manner of meate, and they 
were even at the Gates of 
death, Now. when all 
ſecond cauſes fayle, then 
God 1s exalted therfore he 


| ſuffers men to fall into ex- 


ereamity, the greater the 
maladie, the more is the 
glory of the Phyſirian. 


The 


A 


— — ” —. —_ 


great miſeries, 


"The ſecond thing is this, 
as God brings his chil- 
dren into extremity, Soz 


IFUNUURUINIRY TRNUN 


Gods children in (xtre- 
mity they cry to him. 
FE% Xtremity of afflii- 


LE ons doth force pray - 


ers, 1n their afflidtion, 


they will ſeeke me early : 

When 3-11 ſecond cauſes 
faile then we goe to God, 
naturetherforeisagainſt a- 
thciſme( as one obſerves:) 
that naturally men runro 
God incxtremity; Lord 
helpe mee, Lord ſhcconr 
me, ſo. eſpecially in the 


D5 Church 


p——_— 


Wifi ulifritnte heh elſe 


Gods chil- 
dren cty to 
him in af- 


fiction, 


Atheiſme- 
againſt na- 
ture, 


— 
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Goas children 


Why God 
ſendeth af- 
ficion. 


LE] 


| 


Church in extremitie, 
Goas people cry to God, 
and as afflitions, ſo p. r- 
ticularly this of fickneſle 
of body, drives men to 
God. God ſhould not heare 
of us(many times)unleſſe 
he ſhould come neerec us 
by afflitions, and deepe 
afflictions : Ont ef the deepe 
haue 1seryed, God: brings 
us tothe deepe, and then 
we Ccrie, Ournature 1s ſo 
naught, that God ſhould 
no: heare of us,iasI ſayd) 
unlefle he ſend ſome meſ- 
ſenger afcer us, ſome af- 
fliction to bring us home 
as Abſalom dcalt by 1oab, 


| when hee fired his corne. 


In the Goſpel, Chriſt had 
never heard of many peo: 


ple, | 


| pray inafflidions. 


ple, had it not beene for 
ſome infirmity : but bleſ- 
{cd are thoſe lickneſſes. | 
and infirmities that occa- 
ſronusrogoeto Goa, that | 
makes us ctieto God, It 
was the ſpeech of a Hea- 
then, we arebeſt whea-we 
are weakeſt, why ? as hee 
ſaith very well, who is 
ambirious, voluptuous,or 
coverous for. the world 
when he is ſtick, waen he 
ſecs the vanity of theſe 
things ? 

This ſhould make us|: 
ſubmic more meekly vn]; 
to G o d. when wee are} 
vnder his hand when we| 
are his priſoners. by ſick- |: 
nefſe, whenhecaſts us on 
our {icke beds, becaule |. 

God 


ns. att, SALE, ed LAGS I EL. SSIS 


bo I 
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pr 
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- Gods children 


Brayer a 
ſpeciall rc 


medie.1n 


f affliction. 


ttie a carnall man that 


i. £ | 
Gop 1is working our 
good, hee is drawing us 
ncerer to him, 


| Then they cryed to him. 


So wee fee then that 
prayer it is a remeate in 4: 
remedileſſe eftat:, when 
there is no other remedy 
and this one difference 
betweene a child of Go Þ 
and another; In extremi- 
hath not grace, he bath 
not a ſpirit of prayer to 
g0e toGoD, but a child 
of Gop,hecriesto Go, 
hee had acquaintance 
with God in the time of- 
health, therefore he goes 


| boldly to Gov as a fa- 


ther 


G_ Lo ——— _— —_ = ao mt... ti _—_ 
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pray in afflictions. 


ther in thetime of exrre-| 
mity. Gods childrencan | 
anſwer Gods dealing ; for | 
as he brings his children 
to extremitie, when there | 
is no ſecond cauſe to. 
help, ſo they anſwerhim | 
by faith, in. extremitie} 
when there is nothing: to: 
truſt unto, they truſt him. 
whenthere is no phyſick 
in the world that can- 
charme the diſeaſe, they 
have a fpirit of faith to 
anſwere Gods dealing, in 
the greateſt miſery, as 796 
faith, though he kill me yet 
will 1 truft in him, 

For Gov is not tyed 
to fecond cauſes, and 
therefore if hee have de. 
light in #5, and ifhe have 
any 


A 
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' To be in 
a ſtate kt 


to pray- 


8; 
Take heed 


fnne, 


of knowne 
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Gods children 


any ſervice for us to doe 
he can recover vs from 
the gates of death, Nay 
from death it ſelfc, as we 
ſee Chriſt in the Goſpell 
ray ſed trom the dead,and 
at thereſurretion he will 
tayſcus from death much 
more can herayſevsfrom 
the gates of death when, 
wee are yeere death. 
Therefore conſidering 
that pra-er is a remedy 
in all maladies, in areme- 
dileſſe eftate, Let us 14- 
bour to hauc a ſpirit of 
prayer, and to bein ſuch 
a-ſtateas we may pray. 


What ſateis that ? 


Firſt take heed of being 
10 } 


_ 


pray in affirctions. 


If 1 regard iniquitie in my 
bear, \Ged will not heare my 
prayer, nav he will not 
heare others prayers for 
us, oh what a pittiful ſtate 
is it when God will not 
heare us. nor others for 
us! Pray not for this peo- 

ple(ſatth Godto Jerermi- 

ah\and if Noah, Daniel, 

and Job ſtood before mee 
they fhould but deliver 
their owne ſonles, If aman 
beina peremp*tory courſe 
of {inne, and will not be 
reclaymed, but is like the 
deafe Adder that will wot 
bee charmed. God will not: 
heare prayers for him: will: 
God heare a rebell when he; 
comes to him for mercie. 


and 


in league with any 11 7 ſinne, | 


COS" 


Me eee. Oo 


Gods children 


25 
Heare God 
calling on 
us, 


and is ina courſe oppoſite 
to Gods will 2 As ifa Trai- 
tor ſhould come to ſue for 
pardon with a dagger in 
his hand; which were to 
increaſe the treaſon :- So 
when a man comes to God 
and cryes to him and yct 
purpoſeth to live in finne, 
and his conſcience tells 
him that hee offers vio- 
lencero Go »Þ by his fins, 
and lives in rebellious 
courſes, G o Dd will not 
heare his prayers. 
Againeif we would bee 
inſucha ſtate as God may 
accept us when wee come 
to him, let us heare Go b 
when hee cryes tous, hee 
crycstous inthe miniſtrie 


of the word, Wiſcdome_ 
bath! 


th 


q 


g 


—Q_ 


| pray in affitions, 


hath lift up her voyce—>,and 
this is Go vs courſe, hee 


| will heare us when wce 
'|heare him, Zcerhbat twrnes 


bis eare from hearing of 
the Law, hi prayer ſhall vec 
abhomixable. Thoſe thar 
doe not attend upen God's 
ordinances, that will have 
akind of deyotion private 
tothemſelves, & avoid the 
publike ordinance, that 
feare perhaps they ſhall 
heare ſomwhat that would 


awaken their conſcience, 
'and they would not bee tor- 
mented before their time—, 
| Let them conſider (it is a 
terrible ſpeech of Sals- 
| mon) Hee that turnes bs 
| tare from hearing the Law, 
his prayer ſhall be _ 

le. 


Gods children 


Exhortati-+ 


ON to pray- 
er. 


ble.Letus rake heed, it is a 
tcarefull thing. to bee in 
ſuch ancſtate, that ncicher 
our Owne prayers, nor 0- 
thers ſhall bee regarded 
for us, and Ict any man 
judge, if wce will not 


heare God ſpeake to us, 


is it fit thar hee ſhould | 
heare ns {peaking to him? | Þ 

And before I leave the || 
point, let mee prefle it a| 


lictle further, at this time 
wee have cauſe to bleſſe 
Go »Þ for the deliverance 
of the Citie> - Oh ! bur 
let all that have the ſpirir 
of prayer, that have any 
familiaritie with Go », 
improve all their intercſt 
in heaven atthis time,doe 
wee not conceive what 


dan- 


t1Sa 
e 1n 
icher 
Ir 0- 
rded 
man 
not 
) us, 


ould | 
1m? |, 
» the | 
it a| 


time 
leſſe 
ance 

but 
pirit 
any 
bh By 
"reſt 
doe 
zhat 
lan- 
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pray in affliction. 
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danger weearein? What | 
| enemies wee hayeprovo- 
Pied 2 Whatif wee be tree 
| fromthe fickneſle, are we 
not in great danger of 


worle matters thin the 
ſickneſle 2 15 it pot worſe_ 
to fallinto the hands of eur 
epermies ? Have wee not 
great, provoked, cruel 
Idolatrous enemies ? ther- 
foreletus joyntly now all 
cryto God, and impor- 
tune him, that hce would 
bee good tothe State, thar 
as he hath given ns a pledp 
of his fayour in delivering 
us from the plague, ſo hee 
would not bce weary of 
doing good unto us, but 
that hee would ſtill make 
it a token of farther fa- 


vours, 


— = 


—— 
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Prayer beſt 
before af. 


fligion, 


vours, and deliverances 
hereafter : That as Heey | 
delivered us in former 
times, in 88, and magni- 
fied his mercie to us, 10 
now Hee would not cx- 
poſe usto the crueltie of 
Idolatrous enemies, whoſe 
wereies are crnell, Let vs 
ſtirre up our ſelves; Secs- 
ritic and careleſneſſe alway 
fore-runnes one deſtruction 
or ether, 

Prayer will doe a great 
deale more good, now, 
then when trouble hath 
overtaken us, for now it 
is a figne it comes from a 
religious ſecking of God, 
then it comes from ſelfe. 
love. There is a great 
deale of difference, when 


a 


| pray in affliction. 


| |a malefaRor ſeeks -to the 
| | judge before the time of 
| |the Aﬀiſes, and when hee 
| [ſeeks to him at the pre- 
| ſent time, for then it is 
| | meerly out ofſelfe reſpet 
| and norreſpe to him. If 
| | weeſeeke to God now hee 
| will fingle, and marke ou: 
thoſe that mourne for the 
| fins of the time,and poure 


out their ſpiritsto himin 


dwell and continue the 
meanes of ſalvation 4- 
' monglt us, when God [9 
comes to gather his lewells 
| Mal.3.He will ſingle, and 
cull our them as peculiar 
to himfelfe, 
Therefore let us inall 


| 


prayer chat hee would till | 


Church, 


Mal, 3: 


Remember 
theChurch 
our prayers pur in the aid 


dg 
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Wu 
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Gods children 


then ſpeake, they cry to 
usto cryto Gop earneſt- 
ly, put caſe wee bee notin 
trouble our ſelves, our 


acceptable: before trouble 
come it is the onely way 
to preventit, 2S it iSthe on- 
ly way to reſcue us when 
wearcintrouble. 


I come now tothe re- 
medie. 


| Church, things doc more 


prayers will bee the more} 


_— v 
| 


RE 


hs aa 


pray in affiidtion. 


SEES 


Hee ſaved them out of 
tetr diſtreſſe_, 


E222 0D «aPhyſiti- 
[L/ of | 413 good at all 
| manner of (ick- 
TIS weſſes, it is no 


matter what the diſcaſe 
bee, if Go be: the Phy- 
fitian, though they beeas 
theſe at the gates of death, 
heecan fetch them backe ; 
herein Go Þ differs from 
all other Phylitians, 

Firſt of all heeis a gene- 
rall Phyſician, hee can 
heale a Land, 2 whole 


God the 
beſt Phyſt» 
tian, 


King- | 


Gods children, &c. 


72 
Ef | Kingdome of fickneſle, 
+eiron7+ | of peſtilenceandasirisin, 


2 Chro.7,14. 

Then he is a Phyſitian 
of body, and ſoule, of 
both parts; And then he 
iS not tyed ro meanes, 

Other Phylitions Can 
Cure, but they muſt haue 
meanes. Other Phyſicians 


of diſeaſes, nor inall pla- 
ces, but Go can Cureall, 
He ſaved them out of thetr 


d; rele 

Other phiſicians cannot 
bee alway preſent but 
Ged is ſoto euery one of 
his patients he is a com- 
paſſionate teader preſent 
Phyſttian, 


cannot cure all manner | 


Which ſhould incou- | 


rage | 


F 


| their diftreſſe;It was the 


Prayer to God ſucceſſefull, 
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rage vs In any extremity 
(eſpecially in fickneſſe of 
body )to hauerecourſets 
God,and never to deſpaire 
chough wee bee brought 
never ſo low, he that can 
rayſe thedead bodics,can 
rayſe vs out of any fick 
neſTes therefore let vs uſe 
the meanes, and when 
there is no meanes truſt 
God : for hee can worke 
beyond meanes, and with- 
out meanes, 


Theyeryed to the Lord, 
and he ſaved them out of 


fruit of their prayers. 


There was never any 


* Ye. 
To have 
recourſe to 
Godin 
licknes- 


DoF. 
Prayer to 
God ſuc. 
ceſlefull 


prayer from the beginning 
E 0 


Prayer to God ſucceſſefull. 


Rom-8. 


of the world made ts God 


ſucceſſeleſly, 


What ſhould I ſpeake 
of prayer, our very brea- 
things are known to God 
when wee cannot ſpeake 
our ſighs, as it is Plal. 38, 
My zroaxes and ſighs are 
uot hid from thee. God hath 
a bettle for owr teares, and 
preſerves our fighes and 
groanes, there is nothing 
that is ſpirituall in us,butr 


We know wot whit to aske, 
but the ſpirit of God ſtir- 
reth vp in us ſighs and 

roanes that cannot be ex- 
preſſed, And Goa heares 
thevoyce of the fighs of 
hisawne ſpirit. 


Let 


da Sa ed yk - 


God regards, as in Rom.8. 


4 —- ot. tte 


Y 
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Let us alſo bee exhor- 
ted from this iſſue, to cry 
vuntothe Lord : for there 
was never any man did, 
ſow prayers in the breaſt 
and boſome of God, bur 
hereceived the fruit of it, 
he is a Ged hearing pray- 
er, hee will not looſe his 
attribute, Nay, further 
( marke ) the inſtances 1n 
this P{alme, are not made 
onely of men in the 
Church, but likewiſe of 
men our of the Church, 
of men that have not rhe 
true religion, they pray to 
Go », as creatures. to 
the Creator, and thouzh 
Go» have nor their 
ſoules, yet hee will not 
bee brzholding to any 


E 2 man 


| 


God keatrs 
heathens, 


—c 


Mach mor*© 
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Prayer ts God ſucceſſefatl, | 


q 


hischildren 


| bur hypocritically faſt, 


| them in outward things, 


man for duties, if 444b do 


Ahab (hill hauz outward 
deliverance for his outward 
humiliation, and theſe 
men mentioned in the 


but as creatures, 10d not 
to Idols, Go Þ willregard 


and deliver them. Gov 
will not be in any mans 
debt for any ſervice to 
him though ic bee our- 
ward. 

And doe we think that 
he that regards dog ges ont 
of the Church, will neg- 
leR@ his children i #he 
Church 2 Aze that regards 
heath2n men when they 
pray to him in their ex- 


text, if they call to Gop| 


tremity | 


— 


| Prayer to God ſucceſſefull. 


tremiy,and delivers them 
to ſhew his over -flo wing 
bounty, ard goodncfle, 
will hee not regard his 
owne children, that have 
the ſpirit of Adeption, of 
\upplication, and pray- 
er, that pur vp their ſuits, 
and ſupplications, in the 
mediation, and {ſweere 
name of Chriſt? will he 
not regard the name,and 


and of hisſpirit, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ftirring vp pray- 
ers in thcm,and the ſtare 
of his children, being his 
by adoption, fince he re- 


interceſſion of his ſonne | 


gards the very heathen. 
Nay more then ſo, Ged 

heares the very young ra- 

vens, and ſpreads a table 


E 3 for| 
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| 


for euery living thing, and 
will not ſuffer them to die 
for hunger, but provides 
torthem,becauſe they are 
his creatures, and will hee 
not for his children,thoſe 
that he bath taken to beſo 
necrchim to be heires of 
heaven,8& happincſſe? Ler 
us Ifay,be incouraged to 
cry untorheLord upon all 
occaſions, if Ged bee ſo 
good as to deliver finfull 
men {that haue nothing in 
them bur the princi ples of 
nature) when they flye to 
Godin praier,astheauthor 


{and preſerver of nature, 


much more-will hee heare 
bis owne children, he will 
gine hs ſpirit ts them that 
aske him, Luke 11. 


Prayer to God ſucceſſefull, | 
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Bur 


| 


| | Pra) er fo God ſucceſſifull. 


| | But here may an objeti- 


on be made, I hane cried 
long, I am hoarſe with 
| crying, I have wayted a 
lonztime,Thavebin along 


{time fick,or annoyed with 


ſome particular trouble,& 
God {eemes as it were tO 
ſtop his ears,to harden his 
heart againſt me,to ſhutup 
his bowels of compaſhon, 
and pitty,thercfore I were 
as good giue oueras conth- 
nue ſtill crying, and not 
be heard. 

I anſwer, there is no one 
duty almoſt more preſſed 
in ſcriptarethen waiting & 
watching to prayer, waite 
ſtill, hath not God waited 
thy leaſure long enough, 
and wiltnotthou waite On 
him ? E 4 A 


eAvſw. 
Waytigg 
after pray- 
er necſjary 
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A patient when he feeles 
his bodydiſtemperedwith 
Phyficke,oh hee ctics out 
partly for thePhyfick,and 
partly for the ficknes, that 
trouble himboethtogether, 
and make civill warre in 
his body,yet notwithſtan- 
ding the Phyſitian wiſely 
lets it worke he ;thall have 
no cordiall, nor nothing to 
hinder ir, helers it goe on 
till the Phy ficke have 
wrought well, & carried a- 
waythe malignant matter, 
that he may be the better 
for it,and that heeis alo- 
vingand tender Phyfitian, 


{| yctſo God when we are in 
'{trouble it is as Phyſick we | 


cry but God he turnes the 
#laſſe as the Phyſirians 


—— 


doc, 


Prayeris Godſneceſſefnll. 


or 


doe znay this time ſhall 
be expircd it ſhall work 
ſo long, tillthy pride be 
taken away, thou ſhalt be 
humbled throvghly, till 
thou be weancd fremthy 


former wicked pleaſures , 
til thou be prepared to| 


reecive further bleflings; 
therefore they crie, and 
crie, and Ged cCeftcrres to 
heare the woyce of his 
childrey, in the meane: 
time he loves to heare 
the cry of his children,and' 


their prayer is as ſweet i7- | 


ceyſe, yet he deferres ſtil, 
bur all' is for the patients 
good, be not weary of 
waiting,it 15a great mercy 
that Hee makes thee 
able to _— ai, 
that 


God de- 
terres ior 
©ur co0cd, 
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Prayey to God ſucceſeful.. 


Beloved 
fins hinder 


{ prayer, 


that thou haſt rhe ſpirit of 


Prayer, that thou canſt 
poure out thy ſoule to 


God, it is a great mercy | 
and ſo acconnt of it. 
Perhaps thou haſtnor | 


caſt our thy 7onas, thy A- 
chay, that there is ſome 
particular finne, vnrepen- 
red of, and thou crycft 
and crycſt but thy finne 
cries louder, thy pride, 
or thy oppreſſion cries, 
thy wicked courle cries, 
thou cryeſt unto God,and 
there is arother thing 
cries in thee, that cries 


{vengeance as thou doeſt 


&r mercie, therefore 
ſearch out thy Achan,caſt 
out thy beloucd finne, 
fee if thou regard iniqui- 
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ty in thy heart, if thou 
regard any pleaſl ing, or 
profitable, or gainfull 
{1n, and neverthinke.that 
God will heare thee till! 
that bce © our, for it will 
out-cry thy prayers. 

The nexr thing is the 
manner of Gods cure. | 


Rp WY NY 6 » Gs 


healed them. 


3 2 H AT word? 

His ſecret com- 
Vi D maund, his will: 
Letſucha thing | 
_ as in the creation,Zer 
t here bee light, fc. Beſides 
his; 


2 


Hee - ſent his word and | 


' Gods pow 


_—_ 


' eriul —_ | 


| 


| 
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God's powerfull word. 


{ Gods com- 
mand over 
| all chings. 


peſtilence, andthey ſhall 
bee] 


his word written, thereis 
bis word. creating, and 
preſerving things created, 
and fohere reſtoring them 
that were ſicke, Hee [ent his 
word and healed them, and 
ſoar the reſurreion, his 
Word, his voyce hall raiſe 


our bodies againe. It is a | 


ſtrangemanner of cure for 
Gov tocure by his word, 
by his. commaund, It 
ſhewes that Go hathan 
untverſah commannd of 
all things in the world, in 
heaven, and carth, over 
divells, and over ficknef- 
fes, as it isfaid in the Goſe 
pell, Hee reouked the ſick- 
neſſes, Hee can rebuke the 
avues, the plague, and the 


| Gods powerf ll word. 


bee gone by his word, as 
the Centurion ſayd, Iam a 
man that have ſervants un- 
der mee, and 1 ſay to ove 
come, and heecommeth, and 
to another goe, and he goeth, 
{othou haſt all things un- 
der thee, thou artG © », 
and if Thou ſay to a 
diſeaſe, Come, it commeth, 

if Thou ay goe, it zoeth, 
Go Þ ſent his word of com- 


heale, but a word of God, 
to ſtrike, Hee is the Zord 
of Hoftes, If Hee doc» but 
hiſſe( as the Prophetſairh) 


Heedoe but call for an E- 
nemie,. they come at his 


| "EET — 


mand and. healed thenus. It\ 
{is but 4 word of God to 


for the flie of Egypt , If 


word, as wee ſee in Pha-t 
|  r2aobs 


Waals fr ; 


Gods powerfull word, 


hu word. 

There is a {&cret obe. 
dienccinall[things to God, 
when his will is that they 
ſhall doe this or that: why 
doth the Sea keepe .his 
bounds, when as the na- 
tare and poſition of the 
Sea is to bce above the 
earth * Itis the command 
of God that hath ſayd, 
Letit beethere, and hither 
ſhall thy prowd wants goe_, 
ay no further. I might 
give many. inſtances. how 


God doth all by . hi 
word; The Divellsare at 

his word, the whales, the 
Sea,when Criſt rebukes it 
obeyes. 


raohs plagues, the Flies, | 
and Frogs, all things obey|l 


, 


It 


oP 
ts 
a 


Gods power full wr word, 


— 


It It ſhould teach us not 
to difpleaſe this G o », 
that can ſtrike ns in the 
middeſt of our finnes even 
with a word, Lerus feare 
this Go Þ, putcaſe we had 
no cnemie in the world. 
God can arme a4 mans bu: 
mours again{i him, hecan 
raiſe the ſpirit, and ſoule 
againſt it ſeite, and make ir 
ftightagain{t it felfe by de- 
ſpe Periate - thoughts, hee nee- 
ded not forreine forces 
for CAchitephel, and Sawl, 
he could arme their own? 
ſoules againſt themſelves. 
And when hee will take 
downe the greatct Gyant 
inthe world, he needs not 
forreine forces, it 4s but 
working of a diſeaſe, bat 


| 'v __ giving 


: 


_ 


—— — — — — 


* 7/ſe, 

T ake heed 
of diſplca- 
ſing God. 


L 
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oiving way to a humour, 
bur inflaming the ſpirits, 
andthe ſoule ſhall «bborre 
all manner of meat, 
Againe, hegivesa com- 
mand, a rebuke, and they 
are gone preſently, there- 
foreletus not offend this 
great God, that 1s com- 
mander of heaven, and 
earth ; let us labour to 
pleaſe him, and it is no 
mattcr who elſe wee dif- 
pleaſe : for hee hath all 
things at his command, 
even the hearts of kings as 
the rivers of water, when 
Eſau ſought tor Iacob to 
hurt him, there was a ſe- 
cret command God ſet up- 
on him to love him;there- 


fore wethauld feare him. 


and 


Goas power full word. 


and all other things ſhall 
feare ns, we need feareno- | 
thing( ſo we haveacareto| 
feare God) further thenin 
God, and for God, but not 
ſo to feare them, as to doe 
evill forthem, and offend 
the great Godthat can with 
a word command fichneſſe 
to come or bid it be gone. 

Acaine, in that God 
when all ſecond cauſes 
faile can heale by his word, 
therefore, let us never bee 
diſcouraged from praying 
though wee ſee ahurly- | 
burly, and tumulr in the 
Charch, though we ſee 2ll 
Europe in combuſtion, 
andthe Churcb driven in=- 
to a narrow corner, letus 
not give over prayer; for 


Chriſt. | 


Jrcourages | 
ment to 
pray from 


Gods pew- 


cr, 


| Chrift, that with a word 
commanded the waves ro 
bee fill, and the divels to 
be gone, and they preſent- 
ly obeycd him ;hecanſtill 
the waves of the Church ? 
hee can pt aheoke rnts the 
xeftrils of his enemies,and 
draw them which way hee 
pleaſe, he can ſtill alfwith 
his word, therctore how- 
ſocverthings ſeeme torun 
contrary, and oppoſite to 
our defires, yet ler us not 
give over, heethat ſees no 
ground of hope in carnal] 
flcſhly reaſon, lethim de- 
ſpaire of nothing, deſpaire 
Pots the gate, and deore of 
mercy and hope, as it were : 
you ſee here when all 


barons: faile, when they 
were 


_ 


God's power full word. | 


—Y 


Gods pewerfull word. 


| wereatthevery gates, and 


cntrie of death, God fetch. 
eth them backe againe; 
how 2? with phyſick ? no, 
hee 1s not tyed to phy- 
ficke, there is diffcrence 
betweene Ged, and be- 


| eryeene nature and art; na- 


ture and art can doe no- 
thing without meanes, but 
the God of nature and 
art can doe it with his 
word. How made hee this 
heaven, and earth, this 
elorious fabrick £ with 
his word, Let therebelight, 
and there was light,erc. 
And how ſhall hee reſtore 
all againe? with his migh- 
tie commanding word, 
how doth hee preſerve 
things? by his word, how 

are 
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Gods powerfull word. 


Chriſts 

word in his 
abaſemenr 
powerfull, 


arethings multiplyed ? 5y 
his word, increaſe and mnl- 
tiplie, a word of blefling, 
hedoth all things with his 
word. 


abaſement when they 
came with flayes, and 


ſeeke ye, Saith hee 2that 
word firuck downe allthe 
Oo 

- diy they fell flat on 
the ground, Could he in 
his humiliation ( before 
his great abaſement on 
the croſſe) ſtrike downe 
his cnemies with his word, 


what,ſhall he doe. at the 
day of judgement when 
all 


Þ 


So hee can confound | 
his enemies with a word, 
Nay Chrift in his greateſt 


armes to take bims Whom | 


cers of the Scribes and | 


= God with aword can 
| 


| Gods powerfull word, 


93 


all fleſh ſhall appeare be- 
fore him ? And what can 


hand of God in heaven ? 
Let us never deſpaire , 
what ſtate ſoever we be in, 
in our owne perſons, or in 
reſpe& of the Church or 
common wealth; Let us 
yet pray, yetlolicite God, 
and wraſtle wich him, for 
wee ſee here when they 
were atthe gates ofdeath, 
he fetcheth them 3gaine 
with his word, hae can 
fetch things againe when 
tacy are at deſtruftion,as 
it were, when mans wit 
1s at a lofle, that he know 


.eth not what courſe to 


turne all things againe. 
oh 


es —_—____ 


he doe now at the right | 
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G ods power frl [ word. 


dots 


0h that men would there. 
fore prayſe the Lord for 
his leſs, and for his 
wondrous works tothe chil. 
dren of men! 

Let them ſacrifice the ſa. 
crifice of Thanſgiving and 
declare his workes with re- 
Joycing. 


God the great 
80 Phyſitian, he is 
' good ar all diſ- 
ſeaſes, hee is never ſet at 
any thing for he can cre. 
ate helps,and remedies of 
nothing if there be none | 

in 


—_— 
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in nature, hee can create 
peace to the ſoule, inthe 
the middeſt of trouble of 
conſcience, God can make 
things out of nothing, nay 
out of contraries, you ſee 
here, what this great Phy- 
ſitian hath done hee fer- 
ched them from the gates 
of death when their ſoule 
ebhorred all manner of 
meate, and what doth he 
require for all this great 
cure ? ſurely the text 
tells ushe looks for no- 
thing bur praylc. 


— 


Gods powerfull word. 


| 


fore prayſe the Lord for hes 
goodnefſe,c+c. 


In which words you 
haue theſe circumſtan- 
ces conſiderable, together 


duty. 

Firſt the perſons, who 
muſt prayſe God, 0h that 
men would prayſe the Lord, 
And then the duty they 
are to performe, to prayſe 
God, to ſacrifice to God, to 
declare bis works,one main 
duty expreſſed by three 
rermes, 

The third is, for what 
they ſhould prayſe him; 


Oh that men would there- | 


with the ſubſtance of the 


For his goodneſſe,lt is the} 


{ſpring 


| | God's powerfull word, 


ſpring of all: for all par-, 
ticalar .ations of Ged doe 
come from his nature, his 
natureis goodneſſe it ſelfe | 
and indeed all other attri- 
butes are founded on 
goodnefſe, why is hegra- | 


cious, and metrcifull and | 


long. ſuffering ? becauſe he 
is good,this is the primi- 
tiueattnbute, ] 
And then another thing 
for which we muſt praiſe 
him, For his wondrous 
workes for the children of 
men. | 
Fourthly the manner 
how this ſhould be done 
with rejoycing, and ſing- 
ing asthe word fignities, 
declarehs workes with ve- 
joycing. For as all holy 
F ations 


—_— 4 
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Of prayfing God, 2% 


aQions muſt be done joy- 
fully, and chearetully, fo 
eſpecially prayſe, God lo- 
veth. « chearefull giver, 
much more a chearefull 
|thankſgiver:for chearful. 
nefſe is the very nature of 
thankeſgiving, itis a dead 
ſacrifice of thankſgiving 
it is a dead ſacrifice clſe 
theſe arethe mayne things 
confiderable in . theſe 
words, 


Firſt ofall of the perſons. 


| 


0h 


7. Of prayſine God. 


recs 


0h that wen would pray (e 
ihe Lord. 4 UL 


DIINA Pſalmiſt who- 
ay UH ſocver he weTe, 
S=D3222(Jireatcd by the 
ſpirit of Ged,) hee would 
haue all men to prayſe 
God. not onely thoſe that 
participate and haue inte- 
reſt in the favour but 


the beholders alſo of the | 


goodneſſe of God to o- 
thers, for here hee that 
F 2 was 


All megto | 
praiſcGad. 


> 


No 
(Sa) 
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Of pray/ing God. 


| wasnot intcrreſſed intheſe 
fayours for his owne par- 
ticular, yer hee prayſerh 
God for the blcſfings to 
others, and hee wiſhcth 
that God might haue praiſe 
from them. 

For weare all of one ſo- 
Cictie, of one family, wee 
are all brethren, therec- 
fore wee muſt prayſe God 
for his blefſings, andbe- 
nefirs on others, and not 
onely our ſelues but we 
muſt wiſh thatall woulddo 
ſo, and ſpecially wee muſt 
prayſe God for our ſclues, 
when we haue part ofthe 
benefic : for ſhall others 
prayſe God for us,and thal 
notwe for our ſelues? Shall 
the Churches of God a- 

abroad. 
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| 


| hath 


of prayſing God.. 
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abroad prayſe God, forhis |; - 


oreat deliverance of this 
citie, (as there 1s no 
Churchinthe world that 
heares of it, butis thank- 
full for it) and fthall not 
wee for our ſelues 2 Shall 
the angels in heaven pray/ſe 
God, and {ing for the re- 
demption of the Church 
by the blood of Chriſt, 
Glory to God on high peace | 
ox earth, good will to men, | 
and ſhall not wethar baue 
intereſt in the worke of 
redemption : For Chrift 
is not a mediator of te- 
demption to Angels hee 
relation re them 
inanotherrcſpeRzyetthey 
out of loue to God, and 
the Church, and a defire 
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Creatures 
{ prayſe God 
Ws 


\te glowifie Gd, hey prayſe 


God for this, and ſhall not 
wee much more for our 
ſelues? wee muſt prayſe 
God our ſelues and dcfire 
that all would doc ſo, as 
he ſaith here, 04 that men 
wonld prayſe the Lord, &c. 
and in ſome other Pſaimes, 
heſtirsup 'all thecreatures 
| bayle,aud ſnow, and winde 
andallto preyſe God. 


How can theſe praiſe 
| God ? 


They doe it by our 
mouthes by giving.vs 0c- 
caſionto prayſe him. And 
they praiſe him in them- 
ſelues : tor as the creatare 
groaneth, Rom, 8, That 

| none 


of prayfing Goat 


none knowes but God, | 
and it ſelte, they groane 

for the corrupticn, and 
abuſe that they are ſub- 
je unto, and God knowcs 
thoſe groanes, {0 the crea- 


ture hath a kind of voyce 
likewiſe in prayſing of 
God, they declare in their 
nature the goodneſſe of 
God,and miniſter occaſt. 
[on to us to praiſe Gobp, 
therefore the Pſal/miſ# be- 
ing deſirous that G o d 
might be prayſed, for his 
goodneſſe and mercy, hee 
ſtirres vp every creat ure, 
Pſal, 103. even the very 
Angels, inſinuating that 
it is a worke fit for An- 
pels. 
The children of God, 
F 4 haue 


P{al.103., | 


| 


; 


204 2 Ofprayfing God. 


Wicked 
men only 


diſkonour 


God. 


to the glory of Gov, 
{ {elues, but they ſtirre vp 


ly ro ſhewtheir defire,oh 
the bleſſed diſpoſition of 


PR ſuch a loue,and zeale 


that they are not content 
onlyto prayſe God them- 


all: they need nor to. wiſh 
Angels to doe it, bat on- 


thoſe that loue God in 
Chriſt! 

What ſhall wee thinke 
then of thoſe wretched 
perſons that greiue that 
the word of God fhould run 
and hane free paſſage, and 
be glorious, and that there 
ſhould be a free uſe ofthe 
ſacraments and the ble{- 
ſed meanes of ſalvation ? 


þ 


| 


they envie the glory of 
God,and the ſalvation of 


peoples 


: 
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peoples ſoules.. What 
ſhall we ſay to thoſe that 
defire to heare God diſho- 
nonred, that perhaps 
ſweare,, and blaſpheme 
themſelues, or if they doe 
not yet they are not tou- 
ched in their hearts for 
the diſhonour of Ged by 
others,*this is far fromthe 
diſpotition of a Chriſti- 
ag, he deſires that all crea- 


tures may trumpet owe | 


the prayſe of God, from 
the higheſt &ngell tothe 


Sunne, and ſtarres to the 
meaneſt fhrub, only di- 
velliſh ſpirited carnal men 
take delight toblaſpheme 
Ged.,( that can ftrike them 
with his word and ſend 

F5 them 


Ld 


loweſt creature, from the:|' 


dee atten. Mi. ad Y 
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them totheir owne place 
to hell, ' without repen- 
rance)and can heare him 


rouch of ſpirit, a child of 
God defires Godto be glo- | 
rified from his very heart | 
roote, and is greived | 
when God is diſhonoured 
any kind of way,ſo much 
breifly for the firſt, 

| Now whar 1s the du- 


tie this holy man withes? 


of prayſing God. | 


difhonoured wichour any | 


mt. 
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That. men would prayſe 
God. And ſawifice the [a- 


erifice of thankeſeivin 
and declare his workes, " 


ISA \ neſle of his heart 
\S£ heexpreieth the 
- ſame thing in 
many words, therefore I 
ſhall not need to make. a. 
ny ſcruple in particula- 
rizing of thcm, becauſe 
there is not ſo much heed 
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to bee given in the ex. 
preſſions ofa large heart 
as to be punuallineye- 


ry thing. 


Firſt 
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Of prayſeng God. | 


Prayſe a 


{ duty fit for 
{ Angels. 


-iprayſe. 


Firſt he begins with 


0h t! at men would there- 


forepraiſe the Lord,erc. 


Iris adaty as Iaid before 
fit for Angels, fit? nay it1s 
performed by them: For it 
is al! the worke they doc,it 
is the onely worke that | 
was religious, that Adam: 
did in Paradiſe, :nd that 
we ſhall doe in-heaven| 
with God, thereforeweare 
never more:nHeaven,then 
when wetakeall occaſions 
of. bleſſing, and praifens 
God, wee are never 1n a 
more happiecftate. 

Itis aduty therefore we 


MEE. - o& : 


rr 


thould ayme at, and the 
| ther | 


tn. AM 
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| 


| | Ged. What is the end of 


| of, prayſing God. 


IO9 


rather, becauſe it is the: 
fruite, and end of all other 
duties whatfocucr ; what 
is the- end of allthe good 
we doe, but to ſhew our 
thankfulneſſeto God ? the 


mm 


Tgayſe the. 


fruir,and 
end of all 
we doe. 


end of our fruitfulneſfe 1n 
our pl..ce,that others may 
rake occaſion to glorifte 


our hearing £ To get 
knowledge,and grace,that 
wee may. be the better a- 
ble to prayſe God, inour 
months, and in our lives. 


Ofhearing 


Whatis the end of recei- 
ving the ſacrament *-nay, 
what is the dutyit ſelfe ? 
a thankſgiving ? what is 
the end of prayer ? to 
beggegraces,and i{Irengrh 


Of the Sa» |} 
crameAt, 


_ ſo we may carry our 
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ſelues þ 
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Prayſing 
God the 
end of the 


creation, 


Rom. 1, 


— 


fir, that ſo wee may not 
want thoſe things with- 
out which we cannot ſo 
well glorific God, ſo the 
end of all is to glorifte 
God. 

Fr is the end that God 
intended in all, he framed] 
all things to his owne' 
prayſe, in the creation, 
Why hath God given man 
reaſon here upon the tage! 
of theworld?ro beholdthe: 
creatures, Rem, 1+ that ſee- 
ing in the creature, the 
wiſedome of God, in orde- 
ring of things, the good- 
nefſe of God inthe vfe of 
things,and the power of 
God in the greatnefle of 


[ P—_ the huge, vaſt 


ſelues in our places,as is: 


heaven 


of prayſing Ged, 


heaven, and carth, hee 


might take occaſion 10 
elorifie, and magnifie this} 
God, to thinke highly of | 
him, to exalt him in our 
thoughts, that 42s crea- 
tures heaven, and earth, 
be ſo beauritull, and ex- 
cellent, whar excellencic is 
in God himſelfc ? 

And as the end of creation 
ſo in redemption,all is for 
his glory,and prayſe,in E 
phefiaus 1. how iweetly 
doth Saint Paw! ſet forth 
the end of it.. To the glory 
of his rich mercie andgrace 
To bee merciſull ro 'fn- 
ners to giuve his owne 
ſonne,for God to be come 
man, nottor man inthar 
eſtate as Adam was in in- 


Iris the 
end of re- 
denuption- 


Evphel;1, 


nocency 
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Plal.5 0. 
Jr is the 
end of our 
particular 
deliverane 
CE, 


d 


 his-attributes: when there 


innocencie but for ſinners 
for Ge&to triumph ouer 
ſin,by his infinite mercy 
here is the glory of his 
grace ſhiningin the Goſ- 
pell, all is for the glory, 
and prayſe of God there. 
And for particular de. 


upon me in the day of trou- 
ble, 1 will deliver thee, 
and thou ſhalt glorifie me, 
his deliverances of us in 
the paſſages of our life is 
that we may glorifie him, 
by taking notice in immi- 
nent danyers of ſome of 


is no meanes of dclive. 
rance, of his power and 
goodnes,&c. In Revel.4.| 
The Elders are brought in| 


liverances in P/al.50. Call | 


prayfing {19 


> 


| H elps to prayſe God. 


the fifth for redemption; 
7 han art worthy, for thon 
haft redeemed vs, ſoindeed 
the worke of creation,re- 
demption, and the parti- 
cular paflages of Gods 
providence, and proteRi- 
on, and prefervation,they 
are matter of prayſe in 
heaven, and carth among 
Gods people. 


Now to name a few 
helpes, and neeaves, topere 
forme this duty the better, 


If we would ſtirre up 
our ſclues to prayſe God 
let #s confider onr owne 
unworthineſſe ? As in pray- 


"- 


prayfeng God forthe work | 
of creation, and thenin "ONS: 


» 


Helps and 


meanes ro 


praiſe God, | 


Conſider 
our owne. 
vnworthie 
neſle, 
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Helps fro prajſeGod. oy: 


| 


| 


| 


cr, there muft bea hum-| 
ble heart, fora man will | 
not ſeecke abrozd, if hee 
haue ſomewhat at home, 
poverty of ſpirit and hu- 
militie of heart, makes a 
-14x pray - ſo itisthe hum- 
bleſoule that praiſethGod, 
that ſees no Ceicrr in it 
ſelfe, this is one way to 
help us to prayſe God, to: 
ſee nothing in ourſelnes, 
why Ged ſhould fo regard 
US,AaS Fo gine 24 our lives for 
4 prey, to ſet his loue on 
us, and to follow us with 
good, nay we haue defer. 


ved the contra1y,that God | 


ſhould leave us, and ex- 
poſe us to miſery, rather 
then to watch over us by 


his providence ;: what 15: 


Ty 


— _— 


4 death, inadeſperate eſtate, 


| Helps to praiſe God. 


in vs? 1t's he that hath made 
Vs, and not wee our ſelves, 
& he made us again, when 
we were finncrs when wee 


were worſe then naught, 


thereforeto humble us, we 
muſt conſider our owne 
vaworthineſſe, hee that 


| knowes himſelfe wvnworthy 


of any favour, hee will bee 
thankfull even for the leaf, 
as we ſee in 1acob, 1 am 
leſſe then the leaſt of allthy 


favonrs, therefore he was 


wee ſee herein the rext, 
theſe menare ſtirred ypto 
prayſe God, they ſaw no 
other helpe, no wor. 
thinefſle in themſclues, 
bhey were at the gates of 


Oh 


thankfull for the leaſt: ſo } 


_ — 


_ —_ wi - SqqTe® ro 
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cauſes, 


Nottoreſt 


on ſecond 


0 that ſuch men wouldpraiſe 


: | Ge4, indeed ſuchmen are 


firteſt ro praiſeGod,thatcan 
aſcribe help to nothingbut 
tO God,to no ſecond cauſes, 

Therforcinthe next place 
(as a branch of the former) 
if wewould praiſeGod,awel 


wot on the ſecond canſes, if | 


God uſe ſecond cauſesinany 
favour he beſtowes on vs, 
either in keeping us from 
anyill or beſtowing any 
good colider.it asa means 
that Ged might diſpence 
with, that he might uſe if 
he would, or not vſe: See 
Godinthe ſecoxd canſes,rile 
from them to him: Art 


thou healed by Phyſick ? | 
Uſe Phyfickeasa meanes, | 

but ſee God in it, but if |. X!. 
God | 


—_— 


1 Helps to praiſe God. 


17 


God hath cured thee with. 
out Phyfick, without or- 


| dinary meanes, then lee 


him more immediatly 


| doing good to thee with- 


out the helpe of ſecond 
cauſes, thatis one way to 
helpe us to prayle God 
to ſee him in every fa- 
vour, and deliverance,for 
what could ſecond canſes 

doe, if hee ſhould not 
pu 2 bleſling * eſpecial- 
y prayſe him when he 
hath immediately done 
it, as hecan, did not he 
make light before there 
was a ſunne? heis notty- 

ed to giue light by the. 
ſunac, and hee made wa- 

ters before hee made the 


clouds; hee is not ticd to 


the 


hy 


WA. eb & 1 
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Helps fo praiſe God. 


Theneceſ- 
faty and nſec 
of the bleſs 
ling, 


the clouds, therefore e- 
ſpecially prayſe God,when 
wee haue deliverance we 
know not how, without 
meancs,immediatly from 
the goodaes, and ſtrength 
of God. | 
Againe if wee would 
praiſe God for any favour, 
conſider the neceſsitie, and 
vſc of the favour wee pray 
for, as theſe men here, 
they were at Deaths doore, 
and /oathed all manner 0 
meate, alas they had died 
if God had net helped 
chem, If thou wouldeſt 
blefſe G od, confider what 
a miſerable ſtaxe thou 
ſhouldſt be in,if thou hadſt 


notthat favour topraiſeGod || 
tor: If thou be to bleſſe, 


God 


Helps to praiſe God. 
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God for thy fences, put 
caſe thou ſhouldeſt want 
thy ſight, what a miſera. 
ble caſe thou ſhouldeſt be 
in: ſo for any of the 
ſences that a man wants, 
whereby hee ſhould glo- 
rifie God, and ' take the 
comfort of the Creature, 
put caſe a man ſhould 
want his taſt,as theſe men 
here, their ſoute abhorred 


| 44d manner of meate, alas 


what a miſerable caſe isit 
to want a reliſh, and taſk 
of the comfort that Sod 
hath pur into the crea- 
tures, put caſe we ſhould 
wantthe meaneſt benefite 
wee enjoy, how uncom- 


' |fortable would our lives 
\be ? 


This 


mm 


—— 


*82qqrs 


— 
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Helps to praiſe God. 


4+ 
Dayly re- 
giterGods 
favours, 


| This ſparke of reaſon 
that God hath given us,that 
wee have undcrſtanding 
roconceivethings, which 
is the engine whereby we 
doe allthings as men, and 
are capable of the grace 


thing wereit,if God ſhould 
take away our wits, Or 


Buteſpecially in matters 
of grace, if God had not 
ſent Chriſt to redeeme 
the world, what a curſed 
condition had we lyenin? 
next to Divels, | 

Againe if wee would 
praiſe God,letws every dey 
keepe 4 Diary of his fa. 
vorrs,and bleſrings ; what 
good hee doth us private- 


of God, what a miſerable | 


ſuſpend the ufe of them? , 


ly, 


 Helpsto praiſe God, 


!{y, whatpoſttive bleſſings 
he beſtowes-upon vs, and 
what dangers hee frees us 
from, and continues, and 
renewes his mercies every 
day, and publikly what 
benefit wee have by the 
ſtare welive in, Oh what 
a happie ſtates it that we 
livein peace, that wee en- 
joy ſuch lawes, that every 
man may fit under his owne | 
vine, and under his owne 
ftigtree and enjoy the 
comforts of this life, 
when all the world about 
us are, and have beene in 
combuſtion ! We ſhould 
keepe a Regifter of Gods 
bleſsings, Oh, that wee? | ; 
could learne to have ſuch-| 
exatt lives! ir would breed 
G a 
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Helps tepraiſe God. 
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| forme. 


aworld of comfort, and 
wee ſhould have a lefle ac- 
countto make, when wee 
dic, 

Every day labour to be 
humbled for our ſinnes 
ſpecially ſuch as breakthe 
peace of our conſciences, 
and never give our bodies 
reſt till our hearts have 
reſt in the favour of God, 
and together with matter 
of humiliation dayly ob. 
ferve how God beſtewes 
new fayours,or elſe conti- 
nues theold, that notwith 
withſtanding our provo- 
cation,and forgetfulneſſe 
of him, hee ſtrives with 
; Us by his goodneſle, this 
isa blefſed dury that we 
ſhould labour to per-| 
And 


Helps to praiſe God. 
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| And then when we haves 


done this let us rouſe up 
all that wee are,and all that 
wee have within us to praiſe 
God, Pſalme 103. AMy 


ſoule praiſe the Lord, and 
all that is within me praiſe | 


his baly Name, What 
have wee within us to 
praiſe Gods Letus praiſe 
God with our #zderſtan- 
ding,toconceive,and have 
a right judgem:nt of 
Gods favours, of the wor | 
thincſſe of them, and our 
owne unworthinefſe, and 
then a ſanifi-d Areme. 
ry, forget not all his bene 


fitess forgetfulneſſe & the | 


grave of Gods bleſsings it 
buri's all, Aad then 
there is 41 us theaffeRion. 

G 2 of 


_——_— — 


To prayſe 

God with 

that which 
1811 US, 


Pal, 103, 


Our vndere 
ſtanig g. 


Memory, 


| 
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Helps to praiſe God." 1 


' Ioy, 


Hae 


{ that be not within us, it 1s 


; of joy, and love to Ged ro 
taſt him largely, and then 
all withia us will belarge 
inthe praiſing of God. And 
our tonguelikewile though 


calledonr glory;letus make 
it our glory in this, to 
Trumpet one Gods praiſe 


is within us, and all that 
weare,or have, orcan do, 
let itbe all to the glory, 
and praiſe of God, 

To draw to a conclu- 


uponalloccafions,all chat | 


ſon with ſome generall 
application, of all that 
hath beene ſpoken, and 


preſent occa(ton. 


thenin particular to the| 


You know how God 
hath dealt of late with 


this 


—_—_— tt De 


| 


Help: to prayſe God, 


_— 
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this Cztze, and with our, 
ſelves indeed, for we are 
all of one body politike, 
and however Ged viſited 
them, yet it was Our ſinnes 
alſo rhat provoked him, 
we brought ſlickes to the 
common fire, A Phylſnian 
lers the arme blood, bur 
the whole body is diſtem- 
perced, Ged-let the Cirie 
blood, butthe whole king- 
dome was in a diſtemper, 
ſo that it was for our ſins 
as well as theirs wee, all 
brought (I ſay ) ſome 
thing to the common 
flame, and Ged afflitced 
us, evenin them : God hath 
now ftayd the ſickneſſe 


almoſt as Miraculouſly 
as hee ſent it: It was a 
G3 wonder | 


Tathegreat 
yititation, 
I6z © 


S1rmize. 


oo 
N9 
WO 
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ſo ſhort atime, it isalmoſt 
as great a wonder that 
God ſhould ſtay it ſo 
ſoone. And what may 
we impute itunto 2 Sure- 
ly as it is in the text. 


God put it into the hearts 
of the Governours of the 
ſtate ro appoint humilia- 
tion and cryize to God,and 
therefore ſince God hath 
'beene ſo mercifull upon 
our humiliation it 1s re- 
ligiouſly, and worthily 
done of the ſtate that 
there ſhould be a time to 
blefſe God 

' Avgaine, God did it with 


a word, with a command, 


it 


,ronder that fo many. 
ſhould be ſwept away 1n | 


T by cried unto the Lord, | 


es 


Helps fo praiſe God, 


ic was both in the in- | 


flicting and delivery( as it 
were) without neanes : 
for what could the Phy. 
ſirians doc in ftaying the 
Plagues Alasall theskill 
in the world 1s at a loſſe 
in theſe kinds of ſicknel- 
ſes! it comes with Gods 
command, itis Gods arrow 
more <ſpecially then 0- 
ther {ickneſſes, Ged ſent ir 
by his Command, firſt 
to humble us for our fin, 
and now hee hath ſtaydir 
witha word of command 
that from above 5000, 
a weeke, itis come to three 
perſons, Ged hath ſent his 

word and healed us. 
It was a pittifull ſtate 
wee were In before: tor 
G4 indeed 


—— 
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4I1ndeedir was not onely a 
'ſickneſſe upon the Citze 
| bur a Ci\,4ll ficknetle: rhe 
whole ſtate w.s diſtem- 
pered: tor as there is fick- 
nefſe in the body when 
there is obſtruction, when 
there is not a paſlage for 
the ſpirits and the blood 
{ from the liver, & from the 
heart, and from the head 
theſe obſtrations caule 
weakeneſſe, and tfain- 
tings, and, conſumption, 
So was there not an ob- 
ſtruction in the ſtate of 
| late ? were not rhe veynes 
of the kingdome topped? 
Was not civill commerce 
ſtayed ® the affliction of 
this great Cztie, it was as 
the affliction of the head 


or 


— 
—_— 
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or of the heart or of the, 
liver; if the maine vitall 
part be ſick, the whole is 


ficke, ſo the whole king-| 


dome not onlyby way of 
ſympathy,butit was civilly 
ſickein regard that all tra- 
ding, and intercourſe was 
ſtopped,it was a heayy vi- 
litation. And wee have 
muchcauſe to blefſe Cod 
thatnow the wayes of thr 
Stop of Ours monrxe not, 
that -thcre is free com- 
merce, and intercourſe as 
before, that we can mcere 
thus peaceably,and quiet- 
ly at God's ordinances, and 
about our ordinarie cal- 
lings, thoſe that have an 
apprehenſion of the thing 


G 5 aur 


Cencers- 
ning deli i 
Verance 


o | from the 
playue,ro 


cannot chuſe bur. breake | blefle God. | 
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f 
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Helps fo prayfe God. = 


I. 
| Thar hee 
reg. 


33 


2. 
That hce 


would do 


x Cor,11. 


would cor- 


Li 


| ithimſelfe, 


| outinthankſgiving t0Goa, 
in divers reſpects. 


Firſt of ali, have not we 
matter to praiſe God that he 
would correct us at all > hee 
might have ſuffred us to 
have gone on and beenc 
damned with the wicked 
world aSitis 1 Cor.I1.2:. 
Ve are therfere chaſtened of , 
the Lord that wee ſhould not 
be damned with the world : 
it 15 his mercy that hce 
would take us into his 
hands as children, that he 
would viſiteus atall. 

Another ground of 
thankeſgiving is this that 
ſince hewould correc us, 
hewonld uſe this kind ofcor 
recon, that he would take 
us into his owne hands; 
might | 


mas 
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a furious, bloody dark? 
ſpirited, divellith ſpirited 
enempro have invaded us, 
to have falien intothe hard 
hands of men acted with 
divel iſh malice ® David 
thought this a favour,cven 
that God would finglehim 
outto punith him with the 


Plagneof peſtilencethat he 
might not fal before 1s ene-| 
mics, Themcircies of God 
are wondrons great when 
we fallinio his hands heeis 
amercifuli Gogd, hee hath 
tender bowls fu 1 of pitty 
andcompaſiion ; but The) 
ver y mercies of wicked Ido-| 
laters arecruell there wasa | 
mercie therctore in that, 

that God would take us 


into 


might he nor have ſuffred | 


Ve 
Les. A. 
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3. 
That he 
ſtayed ihe 


SEW... 
| I hatout 


j ſparc d. 


1nto his owne hands. 


veſtilencc. | his own hands, how hehath 


\ lives were 


S: 


In the third place, we ſce| 
when he hadtaken us into! 


ſtopped the raging of the 
peftilence,and hath inhibi. 


ted the deftreying Anzell, 
Evenin a wondrous man- | 
ner, that the P/ague when | 
it was ſo raging that it 
ſhould come to decreaſe 
upon a ſudden; God was 
wondrous in this worke.ts 
not here matter of prarſer 

Thenagaine,itisa mercy 
to usall here that be ſhould 
give ts our lives for aprey 
as God ſai hin Jeremuahto 
Baruch, Wheveſeever thor | 
zoeſt thou ſhalt have thy life 
for aprey, m1zht not Gods 


| 
, 


4 


arrow have followed us 
where- 


em_ pw 
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-| whereſoever wee went * 
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iS 


Whither can a man! 
goe from this arrow, bur | 
that God being every | 
where might ſmite him 
with the peſtilence? now 
in that hce hath watched | 
over us,andkept us from | 
this noyſome contagious 
ſicknes, and hath brought | 
us altogether here quiet- 
ly an freely,that ſothere 
may bce entercourſe be- 
rweenc man and man in 
trading, and other cal- 
lings, this is the fourth 
ground of prayfing of 
God. 

And: that 2: did = 
rage in other paris : in 
former time God {catte- 
red the pcſtilenc? more 

ouer 


s 
Thar ir 
ſpread not 
facre, 
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10uer the kingdome - It 
OE. » 
is a great matter to bleſle 
G-d for. I beſcech you 
ler us ſay with the ſame 
ſpirit, as this holy man 
h-re,2h that men therefore 
world prayſe the Lord for 
his zovanes,and for the won- 
ders that he doth for the 
children 6f men | For his j 
goodneſſe, chat hee would 
rather correct us here 
then damne us, for his 
gooaneſſe, that hee would 
not 21ue us up to our ene. 
mies, For his goedpeſſe, 
thic he Rayd the infeRis 
07 ſo. ſuddenly, and that 
| he ftayd the ſpreading of 
it further, For his zg0d- 
neſſe onto #5 in particular 
that hce hath kepr us all 
ſafe. What 


nes 


What ſhall wce dee 
now but conlecrate, and 


ours for he giucs us our 
lines more then once, at 
the beginning, there is 
neuera onehcere but can 
ſay by experience, G o Þ 
hath given me my life, 
at ſuch a time, and ſucha 
time,ler us give theſe lives 
againe to God, Ilabourto 
reforme our former cour- 
ſes, and enter intoa new 
covenant with Goa, this 
is one part ofthankſgiving 
to renew our covenant 
with God, to picaſe him 
betcer,and indeed in every 
thankſgiving,thar ſhould 


| 6G Gods word heales the ſoule, I 135 1] 


dedicate theſe lines of 


bee one ingredient. Now | 
Lord 


\ 


N9 
WO 
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Lord I intend » and re- 


'|ſolue to pleaſe thee bet- mo 

tcr, whatſocuer my faults WO? 
haue formerly beene,Ire Th 

ſolue by thy grace, and bo 

aſiſtance to breake them ro: 

off, without this all the the 

other is but a dead perfor- ha 

mance. kn 

an 


Now breifly by way 


a 
of analogie, and propor- * 
tion, torayle ſome medi- ſor 
tations from that that | of 
} hath hath beene delive- »e 
red concerning the body th 
to the ſoule, for God is the ra 
Phy fttian both to ſoule, If 
and body. it. 
FE 1s 
If God with his word can | FY 
| heale ouz bodies as oeA | I 

| 


: Pſalmiſt 


— 


_ 


"|| 


IS 
| 
| 


| 


apprehenſive of ir ! haue 


Gods word heales the ſoule. 
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i  Pſalmiſt ſayih here, mucl'>, 
' God by 


more can hee with his. 
word hcale our Soule.| 
There arc many that their 
bodies are well (thanks be 
to God )but how is it with 
their ſoules 9 here you 


hane ſomeſymptomes to | 


know their ſpirituall ſtate 
and oh that people were | 


you not many that their 
(onle loatheth all manner 
of meate, and they draw 
neere the gates of death, 
their ſoules are in adeſpe- 
rate ſtate,they are deeply 
fick, how ſhall wee know 
it?their ſoule abhorreth all 
manner of wholſome meate : 
how many are there that 
reliſh Poeets,and hiſtory, 


| of a ficke 
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lus Word 
healcs the 


ſoule, 


Symptome 


ſoule. 
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any | | 
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any 


' thelike,butir is aſymptom 


trifle that doth bur 
feed their vaine fancie 
and yet cannot reliſh the 
bleſſed truth, and ordi- 
narncesof God? Where is 
ſpiriruall life, when this 


ſpirituall ſence is gone : | 


when men cannot reliſh 
holy things 2 ifthey reliſh 
the ordinance of God, it is 
not the ſpirituall part of it, 
ſo farre as the ſpirit tou- 
cheth the conſcience, but 
ſomething that it may be) 
is ſutable to their conceit 
exprcfſions, orphraſes or 


and figne of a fearefull 
declining ftate, when men 
doenot reliſh theſpiritu- 


all ordinances of God, 
which ſhould be ( as ie 


were) 
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when they doe not de- 
light to acquaint themſelues 
with God in hearing of the 
word, and reading, and 
the like, let ſuch there- 
fore, as delight not in 
{pirituall things know thar 
their ſoules lye. gaſping 
they are at the gates of þ1- 
rituall death,allis not well 
thereis ſome fearfull ob- 
ſtruion upon the ſoule, 
that takes away the appe- 


cloy themſclues with the 
world,wh:inmen canotre- 
liſh heavenly things they 
are cate ypwith the delight 
and joy of other things 
pleaſures and profits. 


Let 


wcre) their appointed food," 


tite, the ſoule runnes into | ' 
the world ouermuch,they | 


> 
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To recoler 


ſpuituall 
appetitc. 


1 


Goas word heales the ſoule, | 


-££ Let them ſearch the 


cauſe, and labour for pur- 
ging ſharpe things that 
may procure an appetite 

Let them judge them. 
ſclues, and ſce what 1s the 
mattcr that they doe not 
delight more in heauenly 
things; let them purge 
themſelues by confcfſion 
to Ged, and conſideration 
of their fins.,and labour to 
recover their appetite, for 
it is almoſt a deſperate e- 
ſtate,They are at the gates 
of death, 

Eſpecially now when 
we come to the commun:- 
0x, What doc we heere if 
we cannotreliſh the food 
of our ſoules? - let us ex- 
amine if we defire to taſt 
the 


| the difference of things: 


| 


Fi 


| Gods word heales the ſoul a 


I41! | 


acquainted with G-d here 
if not, What ſhall wee 
doc in theſe ſpirituall di-| 
ſtempers ? 

Dcfire of God, cry to 
God, that he would for- 
giue our finnes,and heale 
our {oules by his holy 
Spitit, that hee would 
make us more {pirituall ro 
reliſh heavenly things, 
better then we haue done 
before, that as the things, 
thatare heauenly,are bet- 
terin their kind thenother | 
things are;ſothey may be 
better to our taſt. 

A man may know the 
judgement of his ſtate, 
|\when hee anſwereth not 


theloue of God, and to be ft 


what | 
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What to do 
10 ſpiritu4il 
diſtempers, 
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what the difference is be- 
tween the food of life, and 
ordinary food, what the 
difference is between the 
comforts of the holy 
Ghoſt,andothercomforts, 
be tweene the riches, and 
eIfe of the world,and the 
riches ofthe fpirit,the gra- 
ces of God.that will cauſe a 
man to live, and die with 
comfort, the true riches 
thar make rhe ſoulerich to 
eternity, there is no com- 
pariſon :beg of God, this 
ſpi iruall reliſh to diſcerne 
of things that differ, har we 
may recou-r our apptite 
God by his word, and ſpi- 
rir can doe it, not only th: 
word written, rr in 


EE 


ward ſpirituall word writ- | 


ten | 


/ 


Gods word heales the ſou 


ten in our hearts, deſires 
God to joyne his ſpirit 
with his word, and facra- 
ments, and that will reco- 
| ver our taſt and make us 
{pirituall thar we ſhall re- 
liſh him that is both the 
feaſt-maker, and the feaſt 
itſelfe,hets both the mear 
and the provider of the 
banquet. 

For whence is it that all 
other things are ſweet to 
vs? Deliverance from :ro- 
ble, and fickneſſe ? be- 
cauſeit isa pledge of out 
ſpiricuall deliverance in 
Chriſt, the dcliverance 
from hell and damnacion, 
whar comforc can aman 
hage that knowes nor his 
ſtare in grace, 1a the en- 


: _ zoying 
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© joying of his h-alth, 


{the forgiueneſſe of our 


when hee ſhall think hes 
but. as a /heepe kept for 
the ſlaughter ? hee knaws 
not whether hce be 
in the fayour of God or 
no? 

Therefore let vs come, | 
and renew our faith in 


ſinnes through the blood 
of Chriſt, of whom weare 


made partakers in the Sa- 
crament, For if we beleiue 


our deliverance from hell, 
and damnation by the bo. 
dy of Chriſt broken,and | 
his bloodſhed, then every | 
thing will be ſweet, when 
we know God loues us to 
lifeeverlaſting,then every 
thing inthe way to life e- 


verlaſting | | 


| thing auengeth the brea- 


| to ſerue him better for the 
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ucthaſting 'cuen day? 
bread will be ſweete; be: 
cauſe the ſame lone rhat 
—_—_— gtnes day- 

y food, and theſameloue 
that redeemeg ns from hell 
redeemes us from ſicknes, | 
thereforelet us labour to 
ſtrengthenour faith in the 
maine, that wee may bee 
thankfullfor the leſſe. And 
asweenter into new coue- 
nant withGed;ſolabour to | | 
keepeit:in Levit.26,cuery | -*i*-36- 


king of Geds coucnant 
when we make couenant 


\OSTC 


time to come, and yet 
breake it,God is forced to 
ſend his meſſenger he ſends 


 fickneſſe tO avepze bis Co. 
venant 


emma _ 
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*Z2nant,confidering that he 
hath lately ſo auenged it, 
let it make usſo much the 
more circumſpeR in our 
carriage. So much 
for this time, 
and text. 
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